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THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH: A SERMON, 


Delivered at the opening of the Methodist Church in Morristown, N. J., Oct. 14, 1827. 
BY THE REV. NOAH LEVINGS. 


‘‘ And are built upon the foundation of.the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord ; in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”—Epxesians ii, 20-22. 


PeruHaprs no man ever expressed himself in terms of greater 
humility than St. Paul. When speaking in view of his past life, 
and especially in view of his cruelty to the church of God, he says, 
‘¢T am the least of the apostles, and am not meet to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God :” and from the 
same view, calls himself ‘the chief of sinners,” and declares that 
he was “less than the least of all saints.” But when speaking of 
himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ, acting under the authority of 
divine inspiration, he fearlessly declares himself to be a “ wise 
master builder,” and as having “laid the foundation ;” as being 
‘‘not a whit behind the chiefest apostles ;” and as having “ la- 
boured more than they all,” &c. He was always careful, how- 
ever, to acknowledge that it was “ by the grace of God” he was 
what he was : so that it is evident that the honour conferred upon 
him by being called to the apostleship, rather tended to create 
gratitude and humility, than pride and vanity. 

It was a most astonishing display of the power of grace, in the 
conversion of St. Paul from the strongest national prejudices, and 
from the most violent hostility to the Christians, to the humble 
and indefatigable apostle of the Gentiles. He ever gloried in this 
high commission from above, and laboured with all his powers to 
magnify his office by a faithful discharge of all its sacred duties. 
In fulfilling the duties of his high calling, the primary object of 
the apostle was to settle the first principles of our holy religion, so 
as to justify the divine dispensation with the different nations of 
the earth. This he has done, in his various epistles, in a most 
masterly manner. His general object seems to be, to show that 
the Jews on the one hand could not be saved by attending to the 
outward ceremonies of the law, and that the Gentiles on the other 
could not be saved by the morality of the heathen philosophers, or 
the superstitions of idolatry. To establish these points, he proves 

‘most convincingly, that “all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” And to remedy these evils, alike common to all, 
he presents the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
an atonement was made for both Jews and Gentiles; and thus 
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through Christ and him crucified the foundation was laid for the 
salvation of all on the terms of the gospel. This was glad tidings 
of great joy to all the Gentile converts, who had ever looked upon 
themselves as outcasts from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world. The apostle is remarkably 
clear in showing, that all former distinctions are abolished by the 
cross, and the conditions of salvation to all are repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. These important 
doctrines are presented to us in metaphorical language in the 
text, but every way in character with the age, language, and 
nation, in which they were written. Here the church of God is 
represented by a “ building fitly framed ;” and there are several 
points of striking resemblance. As first, the materials of both, in 
their rude and scattered state, bear no resemblance whatever to 
the beauty, order, and strength, in which both appear in their 
finished state. Secondly, in the immense labour bestowed in 
gathering, framing, and erecting them, into buildings of use and 
convenience. Thirdly, they agree in both having a foundation to 
rest upon. But however metaphorical the language, we must, in 
reading the Scriptures, take special care not to confound the sub- 
stance with the shadow, and thus lose sight of the main object of 
the inspired writer. 

In the prosecution of our design on the present occasion we 
shall observe the following order : 

I. Take into consideration the foundation of the church of God. 

li. The edification and design of the church. 

St. Paul declares, that “other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ;” and yet in the text he affirms 
that the church is built upon the foundation of the prophets and 
apostles, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone. There is, 
however, no difficulty here, when we consider that the apostle does 
not assert that the persons of the prophets and apostles form the 
foundations, but rather the faith which they preached: which faith 
has Christ for its object under every dispensation. So important 
are prophets and apostles, as parts of this foundation, that it is dif- 
ficult to see how the claims of Christ as the Messiah, could be 
authenticated and established without them ; yet when added, they 
form but inconsiderable parts, compared to the chief corner stone. 
He in person and offices forms the chief and only sure ground of 
a sinner’s hope. 

1. The prophets afford the strongest evidence of the existence 
of one self existent and eternal God ; the maker, upholder, and 
wise governor of the universe. They assert him to be omnipre- 
sent, omniscient, and omnipotent ; a God of holiness, wisdom, 
and truth; gracious and long suffering, forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin. The apostles perfectly agree in all these repre- 
sentations of the divine character, and add their unequivocal testi- 











Rev. N. Levines’s Sermon on Eph. ‘i, 20-22. 208 


miony for the confirmation of the whole: as may be seen by a 
careful perusal of the New Testament. By both, the divine 
character is beautifully set forth and celebrated, as the object of 
universal reverence and admiration. 

2. Both prophets and apostles agree in representing man as @ 
fallen and depraved being, both by nature and practice ; that ‘the 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint ;” that «all we like 
sheep have gone astray ;” that ‘“‘we have all sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God ;” that “the carnal mind is enmity 
against God, and is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be.” They both agree in representing him in this lapsed con- 
dition, as totally unworthy of the divine favour, and obnoxious to 
divine wrath ; and equally unable by the merit of his own good 
works, or sufferings, to obtain the favour of God: that it was 
‘¢when we were yet without strength, that Christ died for the un- 
godly.” Of course they set him forth in a most deplorable and 
lost condition. 

8. Both prophets and apostles agree in holding up to the world 
but one sovereign remedy for these evils of the human race—the 
sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ ; by which an atonement 
was made for the sins of the whole world, and thus was thrown 
open a door of hope to all the fallen race. At an early age of the 
world, the prophets began to reveal the character of this Saviour, 
by descriptions of his person, offices, and sufferings ; by which his 
character by degrees was developed to human view, like the 
splendour of the rising sun. He is the “ promised seed” to Adam, 
and to Abraham. Now the apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Ga- 
latians, recognises this promised seed as being Christ. ** He saith 
not as to seeds, as of many, but to thy seep, which is Christ;” He 
is the Shiloh of Jacob, unto whom the gathering of the people 
should be ; and the history of Christ’s public ministry as recorded 
in the New Testament will fully secure this character to him. 
Behold him on the mount, at the sea side, and in the wilderness ! 
What multitudes were gathered together unto him ! 

He is “Captain of the Lord’s host” to Joshua ; and St. Paul 
terms him the ‘ Captain of our salvation, bringing many sons unto 
glory.” He is David’s “sun and shield, and King upon the holy 
hill of Zion, ruling in the midst of the people ; a “bone of whom 
was not broken :” who had “ gall and vinegar given to him in his 
thirst,” and whose “garments were parted,” and “upon whose 
vesture the lot was cast.” Now in the New Testament, every 
feature of this divine character is recognised in the person, offices, 
and sufferings of Jesus Christ. Again, he is the “stone which the 
builders rejected,” Psa. cxviii, 22; but which became the head 
stone of the corner; and Christ (Matt. xxi, 42) claims to be the 
very one referred to ; and St. Peter (Acts iv, 11) gives this cha- 
racter to him most unequivocally. He is Isaiah’s ‘ child born, 
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and son given ;” upon whose “ shoulders is the government,” and’ 
whose “name is Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.” He is the “precious 
corner stone, tried and laid in Zion for a sure foundation.” But 
what saith the New Testament to all this? “ Unto you is born this 
day a Saviour.” ‘‘ God so loved the world that he cave his only 
begotten Son.” ‘A new commandment give I unto you.” *‘ And 
they wondered exceedingly, saying, What manner of man is this ?” 
‘* ] counsel thee to buy of me gold,” &c. ‘All power is given 
unto me in heaven andin earth.” ‘Philip, he that hath seen me 
hath seen the FatHer.” ‘I and my Fatuer are one.” Him 
hath God exalted with his own right hand to be a Prince.” 
‘‘He is our peace.” ‘Unto whom coming as unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious.” 
‘¢ Other FOUNDATION can no man Lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” ‘I have laid the rounpaTion.” He is Jeremi- 
ah’s “righteous Branch,” and “ Lord our Righteousness.” And 
of himself he says, “I am the true vrne.” And of him says an 
apostle, “« He is made of God unto us RIGHTEOUSNESS.” He is 
Daniel’s ‘“* Messiah the Prince ;” and says Andrew to Simon, 


‘<¢We have found the Mess1an, which is the Christ.” He is 


Zechariah’s “King coming to Zion, just, and having salvation, 
lowly, and riding upon an ass.” He is the “stone with seven 
eyes,” the “shepherd smitten.” Finally, he is Malachi’s ** Mes- 
senger of the covenant.” 

Behold him seated on an ass, and coming down the mount of 
Olives ; and hear the shouts of the multitude: ‘ Hosanna to the 
son of David! Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ! 
Hosanna in the highest !” and you have the testimony of fact to 
confirm the prophetic declaration. 

4, Thus prophets and aposties perfectly agree and unite in 
laying Jesus in Zion for a sure foundation, and precious corner 
stone. They form two sides of this mighty foundation, by adding 
their united testimony in support of the claims of Jesus as the true 
Messiah. Indeed without him neither prophets nor apostles could 
be understood, but admitting him to be the very Christ, and the 
utmost harmony, beauty, and strength, are manifest. We hesitate 
not to say, that no person but Jesus of Nazareth will fit the place 
prepared for him by the inspired prophets. He perfectly fays to 
every prophecy delivered concerning him, while no other one has 
been able for any length of time to attract public attention. They 
have all wanted the true and infallible marks of the Messiah—the 
answering to the descriptions of the prophets, and meeting the 
necessities of a lost and ruined world. But blessed be God, from 
the first gleam of light that was ever thrown athwart our gloom, to 
the significant exclamation of the Baptist, “‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God!” Jesus is the sum and substance of the whole. The patri- 
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archs chanted his praise, the prophets caught the sound, and gave 
it a new and increasing impulse, till the sound rolled down the 
annals of time to the destined period, when at length the morning 
broke, the shadows fled away, and the majestic limb of the sun of 
righteousness arose with the splendour of morn over the hill and 
valleys of Bethlehem. At this instant thousands of angelic beings 
joined the theme, with “ Glory to God in the highest ; on earth 
peace, and good will to men.” 

5. Prophets and apostles add farther strength and support to 
the claims of Jesus, as the sure foundation, by preaching the same 
important doctrines which he taught. There is not a dissenting 
voice, but all hold forth the necessity of justification by faith, spi- 
ritual regeneration by the power of the Holy Ghost, the duty of 
repentance, and the doctrine of a future judgment, with everlasting 
rewards and punishments. These doctrines of faith, in their con- 
nexion and harmony, form parts of this grand foundation, but only 
as they tend to establish the claims of Christ as the true Messiah, 
and hold him up to the world as the only hope of Israel and 
Saviour thereof. In this light they add great strength to the testi- 
mony of Jesus ; for had he not fulfilled the prophetic declarations, 
or had he preached doctrines contrary to those delivered by the 
prophets, he had not been the Messiah: either would have pros- 
trated his claims, and proved him an impostor. But as it is, the 
harmony of the parts, and the oneness of design and tendency, all 
go to show, that our faith is built on the prophetic and apostolic 
testimony of Jesus Christ as the chief corner stone. It is true, 
that some of the ancient prophets are not so clear and perspicuous 
on some of these points of doctrine as others; yet they are suffi- 
ciently clear to show that they harmonize with the others, and to 
be in character with the dispensation under which the Holy Ghost 
was not yet fully given 

The foundation being thus laid, and the way prepared, we come, 

II. To consider the edification and design of the church of God. 

By the edification of the church is meant, the upbuilding of its 
members in knowledge, faith, and holiness ; and the accession of 
new converts to its visible membership. Hence, 

1. The edification or growth of the church of Christ is not to 
be ‘effected by asserting popish infallibility, or by an appeal to co- 
ercive measures, nor to the heat of a persecuting spirit, which so 
disgraced some former ages of the church ; but by the accession 
of virtue and piety to the individual character, and of pious indi- 
viduals to the number of the faithful. Hence the edification of 
the church is both an individual and a communitive work. And 
it is in this light that it is presented in the Holy Scriptures. When 
speaking of the former, the accession of gifts and graces to the 
human heart is set forth as building up ourselves on our most holy 
faith. ‘Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to 
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virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance ; and to tem- 
perance patience ; and to patience godliness; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if 
these things be in you and abound, they make you that ye be 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

But when speaking of it in the latter or communitive sense, 
each individual is considered as a part of this holy building. Hence 
says the same apostle, “Ye also as lively stones are built up a 
spiritual house,” &c. Every gift then, and every grace, is calcu- 
lated to edify the heart into a dwelling place for the Most High; 
and the addition of every such individual to the church of Christ, 
aids in rearing it up into a finished edifice. Thus by being fily 
framed into the foundation by holy purifying faith, and into the 
other parts of this spiritual house, by holy purifying love, it groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord. 

2. To effect this great object, God has given the revelation of 
his word. This contains all necessary information relative to the 
divine character, man’s relation and duty, together with his ac- 
countability. And to aid those parts of the world where a written 
revelation is not known, ‘a measure of the Spirit is given to every 
man,” ‘teaching us,” &c. In addition to these means, he has 
seen good to institute the public ministry of his word; and thus, 
through means of human instrumentality, the great work of evan- 
gelizing the world is carried on. But mankind possess a great 
variety of peculiar views and feelings. These arise partly from 
the various temperature of the human mind, and partly from the 
prejudices of education. The result of this state of things is, that 
no one man has gifts sufficient to meet the exigence of every case. 
To remedy this evil, however, God in his goodness has distributed 
various gifts in the church, according to his own wisdom and good 
pleasure : “For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom; to another the word of knowledge; to another faith; to 
another the gifts of healing ; to another working of miracles ; to 
another prophecy ; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
diverse kinds of tongues,” &c. And again, ‘* When he ascended 
up on high he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 
‘‘And he gave some apostles; and some prophets ; and some 
evangelists ; and some pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Now as God has 
distributed his gifts in such abundance, and yet with such variety, 
it becomes the duty of every minister of the Lord Jesus, to take 
the grand doctrines of the Bible, as taught by prophets and apos- 
tles, and address them to the understandings and consciences of 
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men as subjects of faith; urging them home with perspicuity and 
strength. If accompanied by the energies of the Holy Ghost, they 
cannot fail of having in some good degree the desired effect. 
Their evidence will captivate the understanding to the belief of 
the truth, while their energy will renew and sanctify the heart. 
The former will give us a just conception of the plan of salvation, 
while the latter will regulate all the moral principles of the soul. 
Behold these labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, going forth in 
quest of materials with which they may edify the church of God ; 
each with his peculiar gift, whereby he is to perform his part of 
the important work. Some, from their peculiar gift, have acquired 
the bold title of ‘‘ sons of thunder ;” while others, from their pe- 
culiar gift, are termed ‘sons of consolation.” The former go 
forth like the athletic woodman, who fells the mighty oak, or pros- 
trates the lofty cedar of the forest ; and are eminently successful 
in awakening sinners to a sense of their lost condition. ‘The latter, 
like the more refined and polished architect, with his line, rule, 
and compass, comes forward with the more exact rules of truth 
and discipline, and bring them to a still greater fitness for a place 
in the church of God. But when gathered and framed, all cannot 
supply the same place, however honourable that place may be. 
Some, like the stately column, are called to occupy prominent and 
important places in the church, but at the same time attended with 
a great advance of responsibility. While others, like the brace 
or pin, are assigned to a less conspicuous, but equally important 
part of the house. These the wise master builder distinguishes 
from each other, and assigns each his proper place and work ; 
and happy is that man who recognises his proper place in the 
church, and has fortitude and humility sufficient to take and keep 
it. Humility, if it be a conspicuous and honourable one ; and for- 
titude, if it be a more obscure and dishonourable one: for there 
is more danger of pride in high stations, and in the possession of 
many talents, than otherwise ; and more danger of despising and 
burying the one talent than the many. No more, however, is 
required in the improvement, than was bestowed in the gift. Hence 
a man is as much out of his proper place, who attempts with one 
talent to do the work of one who has five, as a pin would be, put 
in the place of a pillar. And is it not to be feared that many, who 
have only a gift for exhortation, strive to crowd themselves into 
the ministry, and thus lose the good they might do in their proper 
places, and impose themselves upon mankind as public teachers, 
without the proper qualifications? God will say to such, ‘* Who 
hath required this at your hand?” Again, no man’s gift can suit 
and profit every variety of character to that extent which a change 
might ; and especially for a great length of time. And this is a 
clear indication that God never designed that his servants should 
settle down in one place for twenty or thirty years together; and 
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the little good which is apparently done in such places, compared 
with the itinerant system, is a plain demonstration of the fact. 
Instances have been known, in which a minister has laboured 
thirty or forty years in one congregation, without seeing much 
fruit of his labours. His want of success, perhaps, was not for 
want of an effort to preach the truth ; nor for want of sincerity ; 
but because he was out of the order of God. He saith, ‘‘Go 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘ And 
as ye Go, preach,” &c. God has ever blest, in a greater or less 
degree, those who have “gone forth weeping, bearing precious 
seed.” ‘ Knowledge has ever been increased,” where ‘many 
have run to and fro in the earth.” Some of them pass through 
the earth, like blazing comets through the heavens. Witness the 
apostles, a Wesley, and a Whitefield. Others are like the small 
twinkling star, away in some retired part of the heavens, obscure, 
and scarcely ever noticed ; and yet, whether comets or stars, they 
all shine with their several degrees of light, without pride, envy, 
or ostentation. Their silent language is, 
* The hand that made us is divine.” 

Thus by the distribution of various gifts to the ministry, every case 
is met, and the church appears still farther to be * fitly framed to- 
gether ;” and thus it “ groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord ;” 
in which both Jews and Gentiles are builded together. And 
from the divine commands and promises, and from many declara- 
tions of the word of God, we have the utmost assurance that God 
designs to bring this building to such a state of perfection in this 
life, that it shall appear in a most finished and complete state ; 
having the top stone of Christian perfection “ brought up with 
shoutings, crying, Grace! grace ! unto it.” 

How admirable does the church appear when thus edified to 
perfection ! The gifts differ, but all by the same Spirit ; they vary, 
but only as necessity requires. Every part adds strength and 
beauty to the whole; for as the prophetic and apostolic sides of 
the foundation centre in Christ, and him crucified, as the chief 
corner stone ; so also is he the centre of union to all the building, 
from the foundation to the top stone. If we view the two grand 
divisions of the church, composed of Jews and Gentiles, we shall 
see the utmost harmony and beauty ; for says a Jew, “ He is our 
peace who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us.” And again, “ There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free ; but Christ is all 
and in all.” The cement that unites us to Christ, is faith work- 
ing by love and purifying the heart ; and that which unites us to 
the church of God, is love working in holy obedience to the gos- 
pel, in the discharge of every Christian duty. 

Lastly, the design of this holy building, when thus built up a 
spiritual house, is for a habitation of God through the Spirit ;” in 
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which to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.’ 

God has ever manifested that his delight is with the children of 
men ; and has exhibited unparalleled solicitude for the happiness 
of the human family. He is doubtless peculiarly glorified by the 
display of his grace in the human heart, and by the exhibition of 
that grace in the human life. Hence he dwells with the church 
both individually and collectively. Of earthly dwellings he says, 
‘‘ Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house 
will ye build me ? or what is the place of my rest? Hath not my 
hand made all these things ?” ‘ For thus saith the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones.” Again: ‘The Lord is nigh unto them that 
are of a broken heart ; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.” 
Thus the human heart, when sanctified by grace, forms an accept- 
able dwelling place for the Most High. “If 1 go away,” said 
Christ, * I will send the Comforter, who is the Holy Ghost.” 
And again, “1 will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you.” 
“If a man love me he will keep my words, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him.” Thus the true Christian hath the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, dwelling in and comforting him! Oh the dignity conferred 
upon dust! A thousand hallelujahs be to God for his infinite con- 
descension ! 

But if we view the church in its collective capacity, each Chris- 
tian forming a lively stone, still it is a habitation of God through 
the Spirit ; “for where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” ‘ And when the day 
of pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting.” And from that day to this, God has dwelt in his church, 
not as a wayfaring man, but by a constant display of his gifts, 
graces, and comforts. It is, however, through the Spirit, that he 
dwells more particularly in the church. It would seem that no 
human heart can receive and contain all the unbounded perfec- 
tions of the deity, except him “in whom dwelt all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily,” any more than Moses could see the un- 
clouded face of God and live. Yet through the dispensation of 
the Holy Ghost, the Father is revealed, and “ the things of Christ 
are taken and shown unto us.” And thus from the altar of every 
heart, and of all together, arise spiritual sacrifices of praise and 
prayer, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. ; 

From our subject we learn, 1. A lesson of the strongest faith 
and confidence in God. A sure foundation is laid in Zion, and 
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he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. This founda- 
tion is supported on every side by the united testimony of prophets 
and apostles. Against the house built upon this foundation the 
gates of hell shall not prevail. The rains may descend, and the 
floods come, and winds blow, and beat upon it with endless tem- 
pest, but the inhabitants of this rock shall still sing, they shall shout 
from the tops of the mountains. Be encouraged, therefore, ye 
followers of Jesus ; ‘‘it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom ,” and if you ever come short of it, it will be because 
you did not give diligence to make your calling and election sure. 
Exercise then the most unlimited faith in God ; for the Rock on 
which you stand is the rock of ages ; it is like mount Zion, which 
cannot be moved ; or, more properly, supports mount Zion, and 
the universe besides. 

2. Let each closely examine his own heart, and his own abili- 
ties: the former, to ascertain if he belong to the church of God, 
if he be a living member of Christ’s mystical body ; and the latter, 
to find his proper place in the church of Christ: lest he be found 
to occupy a place too high or too low for the abilities which he 
possesses ; but that he may take his own proper place in the 
house of God, and fill it with humility, dignity, and usefulness. 
And thus will the habitation of God be brought to perfection, being 
fitly framed together. And after having filled up the measure ot 
our days on earth, and finished the work assigned us in the church 
militant, we shall be taken from God’s house below, and fixed as 
pillars in that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ; 
trom which we shall go no more out for ever. Oh that we may 
live as pilgrims and strangers on earth, knowing that here we have 
no continuing city, but seek one to come. Which God of his 
infinite mercy grant, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


BICGRAPHY. 
—_— 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOHN NELSON. 
By the Rev. James Jones. 

Tue late Mr. Nelson was born at Brownhill, near Birstal, in 
the county of York, on the 16th day of August, in the year 1758. 
He was a grandson of the celebrated John Nelson, a man of an 
heroic spirit, of a truly apostolic zeal, and the author of an inter- 
esting Journal of religious experience and of ministerial labour : a 
work which has long been read with great edification by the Me- 
thodists in this kingdom, and in other parts of the world; and 
which, in all probability, will remain a monument of primitive 
Methodism as long as the sun and moon endure. 

The late Mr. Nelson’s mother was a woman of great personal 
piety ; but she died when her son was very young, and left him 
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to the care of his excellent grandmother, who brought him up in 
‘the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” In his subsequent 
life, Mr. Nelson was often heard to attribute it to the prayers, the 
pious example, and the early instructions of his grandmother and 
other relatives. that ‘‘ from a child he knew the Scriptures,” and 
had a measure of the fear of God before his eyes. As he grew in 
years and in stature, notwithstanding these early advantages, he 
soon perceived that his heart was accessible to evil solicitations ; 
for he was often strongly tempted to follow the vanities of the pre- 
sent world: but his religious education laid him under powerful 
restraints, and made the “ way of transgression” to be exceedingly 
“shard.” Ina manuscript journal which he has left, he says, «I 
frequently thought, that, had the miseries of the damned been only 
for a limited period, I would continue in sin, though its pleasures 
should be never so short ; but the thought of eternal damnation I 
could not endure.” He was often visited with keen convictions 
of sin; and, under the terrors of a guilty conscience, he was fre- 
quently constrained to bend his knees to God in prayer. When 
he was about the age of sixteen years, he received the painful 
tidings of his grandfather’s death ; of which event he seems to 
have had a powerful presentiment, and which, for a time, wrought 
so effectually upon him, that he renounced his siaful companions 
and practices, and prayed to God both night and day. After a 
while, however, he relapsed into his former habits, and again lived 
*‘ without God in the world.” 

At the age of nineteen he was one evening attracted to the Me- 
thodist chapel, by seeing an unusual concourse o! people going 
thither. The preacher was the late Rev. Joseph Benson ; and the 
word delivered by him on that occasion produced a deep and last- 
ing effect on Mr. Nelson’s heart. Here says his journal, ‘ No 
sooner did I fix my eyes on Mr. Benson than I was grievously 
tempted : but while he was showing what is implied in ‘ doing 
justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God,’ the word was 
as a hammer to my rocky heart. I had such a discovery of my 
deplorable state, as caused me to water my..pillow with tears, and 
mingle my drink with weeping. None but those who have expe- 
rienced the like can understand what distress of mind I passed 
through for many days, until Christ was revealed in me the hope 
of glory.” Immediately he joined himself to the Methodist soci- 
ety ; but, for nearly two months, his mind was sorely exercised ; 
for he laboured under the most appalling convictions of guilt, and 
the most distressing temptations of the devil. At length, however, 
the Lord opened to his mind the wonderful system of reconciliation 
by Christ Jesus, removed the heavy load of guilt from his burdened 
spirit, and inspired him witha saving confidence inthe atoning blood. 
‘‘ And now,” says he, in his journal, *‘ my joy was as great as the 
agony of soul which I had suffered ; so that I might say, ‘ Whether 
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in the body, or out of the body, I know not.’?” From that time, 
Mr. Nelson never looked back again to the world; he made an 
entire dedication of himself to God, employed all his energies in 
the service of the Redeemer, and was laborious through life, and 
faithful unto death. 

In the course of a few years after he joined the Methodist so- 
ciety, he was chosen to the office of class leader; an office for 
which he was eminently qualified: but he tells us in his journal, 
that his mind was deeply impressed with the importance and 
responsibility of that office, aud that he frequently shed abundance 
of tears in reference toit. The exercise of pastoral solicitude over 
his class quickly enlarged the bounds of his active charity to the 
souls of his fellow creatures; for he became so deeply affected 
with the awful condition of his unconverted neighbours, that he 
resolved to visit them from house to house, and pray with them, 
and instruct them in regard to the way of salvation: a practice 
for which he was eminently distinguished in the subsequent part 
of his life, and in which he was rendered the instrument of con- 
version and salvation to many. 

These laudable exercises, as will be easily anticipated, gave 
publicity to the talents with which he had been intrusted, and pre- 
pared him for the important office of a preacher of the gospel. On 
this subject he had many reasonings and struggles, between a 
conviction of duty and a sense of his own incompetency ; between 
his great love for the souls of mankind, and his fear to enter upon 
so important an undertaking: but at length his love to mankind, 
and his convictions of duty, gained a complete ascendency ; and 
he resolved to publish the gospel of Christ to the fallen world. On 
that occasion, he solemnly covenanted with God in the following 
words :—** Oh Lord God, whose I am, and whom I serve, believ- 
ing that thou hast a right to dispose of thy creatures as seemeth 
thee good, and being confident that thou hast called ine to preach 
thine everlasting gospel, ! here give myself to thee, my body, soul, 
time, and talents; and knowing that in me thou hast chosen one 
of the weakest of instruments, | beseech thee to help me; that, 
according to the light and ability received from thee, | may declare 
thy whole counsel, and that neither the fear of enemies, nor the 
favour of friends, may move me.” 

He entered upon the itinerant ministry, among the Methodists, 
in the year 1789; and aiter labouring therein, with extraordinary 
zeal and success, for the space of thirty-six years, at the confer- 
ence of 1825, he was, by a painful and distressing affliction, ren- 
dered incompetent to continue his public labours, and obliged, 
though with great reluctance, to relinquish the holy employment of 
preaching the gospel. From that time he gradually declined in 
health and vigour, until he had nearly completed his 63th year ; when 
he exchanged the pains of mortality for the happiness of eternal life. 
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In his last illness, which, for some weeks before his decease, 
was exceedingly painful and distressing, he was remarkably sup- 
ported by the grace of God ; in him the Christian graces of faith 
and patience shone forth with a splendour pre-eminent; and al- 
though he could seldom boast of any rapturous exultation, yet his 
confidence in God remained perfectly unshaken, and his soul was 
preserved in the possession of holy tranquillity. During his long 
affliction, he seems to have been chiefly employed in the retro- 
spection of his own life, in a scrupu!ous examination of his mo- 
tives and actions, and in a rigid investigation of his own heart. 
This was commonly the subject of his conversation when visited 
by his religious friends. To them he would often express his 
gratitude to God, on a review of his life and labour ; but he gene- 
rally concluded his remarks with a devout expression of this sen- 
timent: ‘1 see | have nothing to trust to but the blood of Christ.” 
Mr. Nelson was a man of sound Christian experience, and a bold 
and fearless professor of the religion which he enjoyed. His piety 
was deep, ardent, and active; he lived for many years in the 
possession of the perfect love of God, and he died in the possession 
of that grace which purifies the heart from all unrighteousness. 

Mr. Nelson’s mind had not been much cultivated by education, 
but his mental faculties were naturally of a superior order. Asa 
preacher, he was a son of thunder. A divine power usually attended 
his ministry. Onsome occasions it was accompanied by extraor- 
dinary effusions of the Holy Spirit, and crowned with amazing 
success. Many a stout-hearted sinner has trembled under his 
powerful appeals to the guilty conscience, and many a penitent 
believer has found the consolations of pardon under his encour- 
aging and impassioned exhortations. Few ministers have equalled 
Mr. Nelson in usefulness. Many hundreds of converts have been 
the fruits of his ministry ; several of whom went before him to 
glory, and many are following after him to the inheritance above. 
He now rests from his abundant labours ; he has taken his seat 
among them who have “turned many to righteousness, and who 
shine as the stars for ever and ever.” 

The following notice of his death appeared in the Sheffield 
newspapers on Saturday, July 29th, 1826 :—< Died, on the morn- 
ing of the 20th inst., in the sixty-eighth year of his age, the Rev. 
John Nelson, who had been a zealous, laborious, and useful mi- 
nister among the Wesleyan Methodists for thirty-six years. He 
was a native of Birstal, in this county, and grandson of the famous 
John Nelson, one of the earliest Methodist preachers, and of whom 
Mr. Southey has said, that ‘he had as brave a heart as ever En- 
glishman possessed.’ Mr. Nelson, like his worthy ancestor, was 
eminently distinguished by ministerial zeal, and by the reformation 
of the immoral and the profligate in every place where he exer- 
cised his ministry. At the conference of 1825, being enfeebled 
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by age, and worn down by excessive labour, he was entefed ou 
the superannuated list; when he came to spend the remainder of 
his days in Sheffield, where he had formerly exercised his ministry, 
and where he was much respected by a large circle of religious 


friends. 


Under his last illness, which was of long continuance, 


and exceedingly painful, he evinced an unbending fortitude of 
spirit, and closed his useful life in peace and Christian triumph. 
His body was followed to the grave, on Saturday last, by the Wes- 
leyan ministers of this town, accompanied by the leaders and the 
members of that society, and by a large concourse of people who 
esteemed his virtues and who revere his memory.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


> 
PARENTAL ADMONITIONS. 


{Tue following address was deliver- 
ed by the Rev. F. M. Marzials, pre- 
sident of the consistory of Montauban, 
in France, on the marnage of his 
eldest daughter to the Rev. Charles 
Cook, Methodist Missionary, in the 
Church of the Carmelites, June Ist, 
1826.—Edit. W. M. Mag.) 


To the short exhortation con- 
tained in our marriage ceremony, I 
think it my duty, considering the 
holy calling of your husband, to 
add something more peculiarly 
adapted to you. The ministry of 
the gospel is a most holy, impor- 
tant, and weighty charge. Its end 
is to advance the kingdom of God, 
to propagate the knowledge of the 
gospel of Christ, for the salvation 
of sinners, the edification of the 
soul, the comfort of broken and 
contrite hearts, and the establish- 
ment of moral order. He who is 
devoted to this great and excellent 
work, no longer belongs to hint 
self; but is the minister of Christ, 
and the servant of others, for his 
sake. The zeal of God’s house 
should eat him up. Conscious of 
the importance of his mission, he 
ought to preach the yospel in sea- 
son and out of season; ful! of 
Christ, he should glory only in him, 
and boldly proclaim the doctrine 
of the cross, though it should prove 





foolishness and a stumbling block 
to them that perish. His lite, con- 
formable to his preaching, should 
have nothing in it in common with 
that of the worldling ; he should be 
‘“‘ vigilant, sober, of good behav- 
iour, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach, not given to filthy lucre, but 
patient, not a brawler, not covet- 
ous, one that ruleth well his own 
house, having hig children in sub- 
jection with all gravity.” Now, my 
dear, she who is one flesh with such 
a man, ought to be penetrated, like 
him, with the high excellency of 
his office ; she should feel the great 
responsibility attached to her situ- 
ation, and be convinced that all her 
thoughts, sentiments, 4nd actions, 
should, like those of her husband, 
tend to promote the great objects 
of his ministry. Oh how delightful 
and encouraging is it, for a minis- 
ter of Christ to see his partner in 
life join, as far as she can and 
ought, in his labour; and, instead 
of being cast down, grieved, and 
discouraged, cheerfully bearing her 
part of the reproach that his devo- 
tedness to Christ brings upon him! 
And how is the church edified and 
made joyful by such an example of 
harmonizing feelings and actions 
in the minister and his partner! 

















Oh how do the pious bless God for 
it! But suppose, my dear, that the 
wife of this servant é¢f Christ, with- 
out, however, being entirely devo- 
ted to the world, should look with 
a favourable eye on its maxims, 
fashions, and customs, and avoid 
them only for the sake of that de- 
cency required by her husband’s 
vocation; how could she aid, se- 
cond, or encourage him? What 
sweet religious discourse could 
they have together? What holy 
emotions could they experience in 
the mutual declaration of the state 
of their souls, and of the grace and 
hope by which they are comforted 
and edified? Alas! between them 
there could be nothing like this ; 
on the contrary, it often happens 
that such a wife as we here sup- 
pose, is so far from entering into 
the views and feelings with which 
sincere piety, true Cliistian faith, 
and a regard to the divine com- 
mands inspire her husband, that 
she is the first to despise and treat 
them with disdain, and perhaps to 
oppose them. The fear of blame 
from the world, the desire of its 
applause and favour, render his 
preaching exceedingly disagreeable 
to her, if it do not accord with the 
principles and taste of the age. She 
is the first to be weary of that tes- 
timony which he constantly bears 
to the love of Christ; and if her 
husband change not his doctrine, 
nor relax in the exercise of his 
functions, it is not her fault; and 
the marriage union, formed, on her 
part, from motives of self love, va- 
nity, or other worldly considera- 
tions, is an unhappiness for beth ; 
but especially for her who has been 
actuated by these motives. Yes, 
my dear, wo to the wife of that mi- 
nister of Christ, who has paralyzed 
his piety and zeal! The unhappy 
effect of her fatal influence neces- 
sarily extends to his family, where 
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there will be only the form of piety ; 
and his church will have to deplore 
too frequently the sad consequences 
of it. Alas! she not only loses her 
own soul, but labours to destroy 
her husband’s. Blessed be God, 
I have the consolation to believe, 
that the salvation of your soul is 
your chief concern; and that you 
love, with all your heart, that mer- 
ciful Saviour who has redeemed us 
by the price of his blood. I have 
confidence that you desire, above 
all things, to make progress in 
spiritual life, and to experience 
more and more that God is good. 
You have seriously considered the 
new duties to which you are called; 
you have seen what renunciation 
of the world and yourself is re- 
quired of you, and that, as a Chris- 
tian woman, nothing can excuse 
you fiom taking the yoke of 
Christ, and bearing his burden ; 
but more particularly as the wife of 
a servant of Christ, you are bound 
still more and more to choose the 
better part, which shall not be taken 
from you. And in the presence of 
the Lord, moved by his grace, I 
love to cherish the thought in my 
heart, that with this disposition 
you have formed the resolution of 
uniting your days to those of the 
minister of Christ with whom you 
are become one. Thus you have 
fully declared your intention to de- 
vote yourself entirely, with him, to 
the service of the Lord ; to join in 
his labours, and have the same 
mind and intentions in this glori- 
ous, though difficult service. Fol- 
low his advice, be encouraged by 
his example, imitate his zeal ; and, 
in all humility, let your light so 
shine before men that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. May 
God grant that you may never 
cease to pray, and that I may never 
cease to pray for you ; that he may 
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enlighten, strengthen, and help you 
faithfully to discharge all the du- 
ties of your new situation, to the 
satisfaction of your husbaid, and 
the edification of souls. Hilary, 
bishop of Poitiers, who lived in the 
fourth century, in one of his let- 
ters, congratulates himself, that his 
wife seconded him, by her zeal and 
love, in the exercise of his impor- 
tant functions. You know that I 
also have cause to bless God in 
this respect ; and by his grace I 
hope that your husband will also 
rejoice before God on youraccount. 

And you, whom I love as my 
brother in the common faith, as a 
good and faithful servant in the 
work of the ministry ; and to whom 
I am still more tenderly attached, 
as the husband of my beloved 
daughter, and a new son, [ have 
but little to say to you. You do 
not vainly deceive yourself in the 
character of your wife, nor expect 
from her a perfection without de- 
fect: such a perfection is not in 
nature. Then help her to acquire 
a knowledge of herself, so that she 
may see more exactly how far she 
is still from the end at which she 
ought to aim, and persevere in 
seeking it. Your conjugal affec- 
tion, and your Christian love, will 
point out to you the most proper 
method of quickening her progress 
in that life which is according to 
the Spirit of God; and, by his 
grace, she will rejoice to put your 
advice in practice, for her own 
happiness, and your satisfaction. 
Happy is that wife, who has in her 
husband a man whose chief desire 
is after the heavenly life, as well 
for his partner, as for himself. With 
what purity of affection does he 
love her! With what tenderness 
does he give her his advice! With 
what kindness does he reprove her! 
What delicacy in his attentions! 
What joy in fulfilling her wishes ! 
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One would say, he lived only for 
her. My dear son, your well esta- 
blished Christian character, your 
strong conviction that every good 
disposition and feeling come from 
God, your perseverance in the holy 
practice of prayer, lead me to bless 
the Lord for the union of my 
daughter with you ; and on this ac- 
count I congratulate both myself 
and her. You will take with her 
but one heart and one soul in the 
Lord ; you will love her as one of 
his redeemed, even as Christ loved 
his church. That this may be the 
case, let both of you increase in the 
love of God, which is shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost ; 
then nothing shall ever weaken 
your mutual affection; nor shall 
you ever have the sad experience 
of those whose affections in the 
marriage state are all earthly and 
human. Alas! their happiness is 
but a momentary intoxication or 
delirium. Ah! how many, the se- 
cond instant of their union, could 
wish they had never formed it; 
they trusted to temporal or worldly 
advantages, for the continuance of 
their happiness, but soon they 
prove that these produce only a 
temporary passion, which is follow- 
ed by weariness, satiety, and dis- 
gust. Certainly vanity can only 
beget vanity, and consequently un- 
happiness and regret. But the 
love of God shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost given unto 
us, is a fruitful and inexhaustible 
source of all those fine affections, 
the mutual communication of which 
produces the joy and happiness of 
families. 

Watch and pray ; this is a duty, 
and is necessary in all circumstan- 
ces aud states of life. All states 
have their changes and trials, all 
are exposed tu snares and tempta- 
tions ; and that of marriage not less 
than others. Afflictions are also 











its lot; cares, fears, and alarms, 
often hasten to it with precipita- 
tion and in tumult; and then if 
God be not with us, if he do not 
reign in our hearts, if we do not 
live in continual communion with 
him, marriage is a deplorable state, 
and we shall bitterly lament that 
ever we entered upon it. In afflic- 
tion, those persons of whom the 
world is the idol, far from comfort- 
ing, load each other with reproach; 
instead of strengthening and sup- 
porting each other, perhaps they 
shun and detest one another. Yes, 
it is doubtless painful to see even 
strangers insensible to our suffer- 
ings, and not weep with us; but 
for a husband or wife not to do this, 
is a redoubled and inexpressible 
affliction. How does it diminish 
the pains of husbands and wives, 
when, through faith and piety, there 
exists a mutual sympathy! No- 
thing can equal their encourage- 
ment and comfort. ButI ought io 
say to you, flatter not yourselves 
that you shall be screened from af- 
flictions ; you will certainly expe- 
rience your part. They are the 
portion of God’s children, as well 
as of the children of the world. 
Fortify yourselves then, against 
their bitterness and sting; not by 
human means, which will leave 
































Parental Admonitions. 91% 


love him. What comfort does it 
afford, to feel that we prefer his 
will to our own, and to be able to 
say in ail the trying occurrences of 
lite, ‘** Not as 1 will, but as thou 
wilt.” Pray, and such shall be 
your disposition and will. 

My dear children, I shall rejoice 
to see you blessed in temporal 
things ; but much more so, if, in- 
stead of drawing back, you advance 
more and more in the ways of the 
Lord. The most valuable riches 
is piety. God grant that both you 
and I, (who am yet so poor in that 
respect,) may more earnestly seek 
this! The fuller the heart is, the 
more abundant are the fruits. Pu- 
rity of thought, modesty in our de- 
portment, mildness of speech, sim- 
plicity of manners, humility in all 
our conduct, and charity towards 
all, on all occasions, are some of 
the excellent things that it enjoins 
and produces. Far from you for 
ever be those partial, too indul- 
gent, or even relaxed sentiments of 
the age on this subject. ‘The world 
apparently experience a degree of 
pleasure in seeing us act as they 
do ; but in reality they condemn us 
for imitating them, even at a dis- 
tance. As they are not certain 
that a worldly life is not wrong, 
they are charmed to find a kind of 


you void of help in the time of justification in the minister and his 


need, but by prayer: a proud reli- 
ance on artificial strength, or those 
amusements or diversions by which 
we hope to render ourselves insen- 
sible to our sufferings, increase 
rather than diminish our pain. Ne- 
ver rely on yourselves, but on God; 
see his hand in all his dispensa- 
tions, whatever you may expe- 
rience ; enter into his designs, 
which are always full of mercy. 
Never for one moment forget, that 
with God, and by him, all things 
work for the moral, spiritual, and 
eternal good of those who sincerely 
Vou. x1. June, 1828. 


family, who aim at following their 
footsteps. But, as they conceive 
that every thing in us should be 
worthy of our holy calling, they 
feel a secret contempt for those 
who, through complaisance to the 
world, and its ways, do not live 
conformably to their profession. 
Then, fear not ; by living according 
to the strict rules of Christian pie- 
ty, you will force them to give you 
their esteem. If they murmur 
against your regularity, exactness, 
and severity, in the practice of 
your duty, this will only be in 
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words ; for in them you will have 
a silent approver, the voice of their 
conscience. I have, perhaps, my 
dear children, already said too 
much, at this time ; but, on an oc- 
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casion so solemn for you and for 
me, is it not a duty, as well as a 
dictate of affection, to address to 
you a few words of exhortation and 
encouragement ? 





BROTHERLY LOVE. 


Love to those who are our bre- 
thren in Jesus Christ is necessary, 
not only as a virtue without which 
we ought not to be ; but as a virtue 
without which we cannot be what 
we profess. For loose but this 
bond, unjoint this goodly frame, 
shake the brotherhood, and we are 
fallen from heaven, spoiled of all 
the riches of the gospel, deprived 
of all the privileges and preroga- 
tives of Christians, defeated of all 
those glorious promises, shaken 
from the hope of immortality and 
eternal life: without love, and then 
without God in the world: we are 
left naked and destitute, stripped 
of our inheritance, having title to 
no place but that where the re- 
volting angels and malicious spirits 
are shut up. For as tiat is true 
which we find in the gloss on the 
Canon Law, Habe charitatem, et 
fac quod vis ;—* Do it in love, and 
do what thou wilt:” Thy zeal 
shall be as the fire in the bush, 
burning, but not consuming ; thy 
reproofs shall be balm ; thy justice, 
medicine ; thy wounds, kisses; thy 
tears, as the dew of heaven; thy 
joy, the joy of angels ; all thy works 
fit to be put into the register of 
God. But if once thou forsake the 
brotherhood, if once thou shake 
hands with love ; then whatsoever 
thou doest, must needs be ill done, 
because thou doest it. If thou 
‘speak with the tongue of men 
and angels,” it is but noise ; ifthou 
“* give all thy goods to the poor,” 
it is but loss; and that which with 
love is martyrdom, without it may 
be murder. Thy zeal will be rage ; 





thy reproofs, swords ; thy justice, 
gall and wormwood; thy wounds, 
fatal ; thy tears, the dropping of a 
crocodile ; thy joy, madness ; and 
thy works, fit for nothing but the 
fire. The gospel, to thee, will be 
as killing as the law ; and the blood 
of Christ cry as loud for vengeance 
as that of Abel, or of any brother 
whom thou hast persecuted and 
wounded with injuries and reproach. 
Let us not deceive ourselves with 
vain pretences, and ridiculous ex- 
cuses; with empty and airy fan- 
cies, which can conceive and shape 
out love when it is dead in the 
heart ; which can revile, and love ; 
strike, and love; kill, and love. 
For a truth it is, and a sad truth, a 
truth which may make the ears of 
many of us Christians to tingle, 
and strike us to the ground, as Pe- 
ter’s voice did Ananias; and St. 
John has set his seal to it: “ He 
that loveth not his brother,”—and 
not to love, with St. John, is to 
hate him,—“ abideth in death :” 
and again, ‘ He that hateth his 
brother is a murderer ;”’ alluding to 
our Saviour’s exposition of the law, 
which even made anger murder. 
What degree of murder soever he 
means, such a murderer as he is 
‘‘ hath not eternal life abiding in 
him :” the want of this love being 
a sure mark ofa child of wrath, and 
of one carrying his hell about with 
him whithersoever he goes ; being 
himself a Tophet, burning with fire 
and brimstone, with hatred, and 
malice, and fury; having nothing 
between him, and that everlasting 
hell, but a ruinous wall, his body of 
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flesh, which will moulder away, 
and fall down within a epan of time. 
Oh! how should this sound in our 
ears, as that, ‘‘ Rise, and come to 
judgment,” did in St. Jerome’s, 
who could not sleep for it! Oh that 
the sound of this would make us, 
not to leave our sleep, but to leave 
our gall, our venom, our malice, 
which may peradventure wound 
our brother in his person, in his 
estate, or good name; but will 
most certainly sting us to death. 
Let then this sad, this giorious ne- 
cessity prevail with us; and letus 
not so trifle with God and our own 
souls, so flatter and smile ourselves 
to death, as to think there is no 


such necessity at all; but that we 
may love God, and yet hate and 
persecute our brother. For I ask, 
Is it necessary to love God? Is it 
necessary to love ourselves? Is it 
necessary to be the children of 
God? Is it necessary to love God’s 
image in others, and to repair it in 
ourselves? Is it necessary to be 
ingratted into Christ? Is it neces- 
sary to believe? In a word, is it 
necessary to be saved ? Then is it 
also necessary to love the brethren 
sincerely, cordially, with a single 
heart. Profit and pleasure may 
draw and allure us; but necessity 
forces, and chains, and links us to 
the brethren.— Farindon. 





RAVAGES OF LOCUSTS. 
To the Editor of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


Frequent references are made 
in the sacred Scriptures, to the de- 
structive ravages of locusts ; and 
the testimony of the inspired wni- 
ters.on this subject, as well as on 
every other in which natural his- 
tory is concerned, has often been 
confirmed by the narratives of in- 
telligent and respectable travellers. 
In the second chapter of the book 
of the prophet Joel, these insects 
ure represented as being employed 
by God for the punishment of a 
guilty people. It is there said. 
(ver. 3,) that “‘the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them, and 
behind them a desolate wilder- 
ness.” This affecting description 
is strikingly illustrated by a passage 
in captain Andrews’s ‘“ Journey 
from Buenos Ayres, through the 
provinces of Cordova, ‘Tucuman,” 
&c, recently published. 

On the 26th of April, 1825, says 
that very sensible writer, we break- 
fasted upon goat’s milk, and started 
early inthe morning. After a few 
leagues were past, we got into a 
fertile country, though now barren. 


This seeming contradiction is ex- 


plained by stating, that a flight of 


locusts had laid it waste. I had ne- 
ver before witnessed such a sight. 
Of all the plagues of Egypt, I now 
think that of locusts must have 
been the most horrible. This pest, 
which we had previously seen be- 
fore us like a dense cloud upon the 
horizon, became, upon our arrival 
in contact with it, a serious impe- 
diment to our progress. The lo- 
custs struck the faces of our horses 
and peons with such force, and in 
such numbers, that they could 
scarcely grope their way along. 
Every bush was alive with them, 
and in an instant looked dried up 
and dead, from their devastations. 
Their appearance, three or four 
feet above the ground, resembled 
corn under the action of the wind, 
when glowing in a meridian sun, 
or the undulating vapour of the mi- 
rage, or the prismatic waving of a 
summer’s ‘sea. Our landlord had 
told us in the morning, that a flight 
of locusts had passed by without 
visiting him; forgetting that his 
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ground afforded nothing for them 
to settle upon, but rocks, and the 
prickly pear, and torch thistle ; up- 
on which these giant grasshoppers 
showed no inclination to impale 
themselves, not even for a col- 
lector of natural history. 

What an awful visitation to the 
country over which they pass, is 
the flight of these insects ; before 
whose baleful influence 
‘¢ The full-blown spring through all her 

foliage shrinks, 
Joyless and dead, a wide dejected waste !” 
A scene in the morning rich in ver- 
dure, and bursting into blossoms, is 
at night a dreary, profitless, hideous 
waste. 

On the next morning not a green 
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blade nor a leaf meets the eye. 
where yesterday nature revelled in 
luxuriance and beauty. Happy is 
England, which this scourge never 
visits! It cost us full three hours 
to get clear of these marauders. 
We calculated that they must have 
extended fully twelve miles from 
north to south. We came to a 
patch of sterile, hilly country again ; 
and there we parted from the in- 
sects, who seemed passing to the 
westward, preferring the valley. 
Never had I before seen, and’I 
hope I shall never again see, such 
a district of utter desolation as we 
passed this day, during which we 
travelled sixteen leagues. 
Dipymus. 





THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


Tue day of judgment will be 
very terrible to impenitent sinners; 
yet to the servants of God it will be 
a day of joy and triumph, of jubilee 
and exultation ; or, as the Scrip- 
tures term it, a day of refreshing 
and redemption. Neither ought 
this to seem strange. The same 
gun which melteth the wax, harden- 
eth the clay ; the same beams ex- 
hale both offensive vapours, and 
sweet savours. The beam is the 
same; only the difference of the 
subjects which it operates upon, 
diversifies the effects. When the 
judges come, apparelled in scarlet 
robes, environed with halberds, 
attended by troops, assisted by 
knights and gentlemen of the 
country, all this is a pleasant sight 
to the innocent prisoner, because 
he hopes that now his innocence 
will appear, and the day of deliver- 
ance is come: whereas to the 
guilty it is a dreadful sight. He 
knows that his trial, and conse- 
quently his execution, canuot be 
far distant. The majesty and glory 
of Christ, innumerable angels at- 





tending him, the sound of the 
trumpet summoning all flesh to 
appear before his tribunal, shal! 
daunt and confound the wicked ; 
but the trembling of the earth, 
and the shaking of the powers of 
heaven, to the righteous, shall be 
as the earthquake was to Paul and 
Silas, which served to loose their 
fetters, to open to them the prison 
doors, and to set them at liberty. 
Nor can it be otherwise, consi- 
dering the love which Almighty 
God bears to them. He hath re- 
deemed them by the precious blood 
of his Son, regenerated them by 
the incorruptible seed of the word, 
illuminated and sanctified them by 
his Spirit, sealed them by his sacra- 
ments, pacified their guilty con- 
sciences by his grace, delivered 
them out of dangers, supported 
them in their temptations, relieved 
them in their distresses, resolved 
them in their doubts, made all 
things work together for their good; 
and he will not forsake them at the 
last trial. If they were pardoned 
through his death when they were 























enemies, they shall much more be 
saved by his life now that they are 
friends. For how incredible it is, 
that he who pardoneth an enemy 
should condemn a friend! He loved 
them when they bore the image of 
the devil; and will he not much 
more love them now when he hath 
repaired his own image in them ? 
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They were dear to him when there 
Was in them no goodness ; and can 
he now abandon them when they 
are made partakers of that good- 
ness which he hath wrought in 
them? I will rejoice, therefore, at 
his appearing, knowing that my 
redemption draweth near.—Hake- 
will. 





From the Imperial] Magazine. 


ON THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST. 


*¢ Survey the wondrous cure, 

And at each step let higher wonder rise! 

} ardon for infinite offeuce ! aud pardon 

Through means that speak its value infinite: 

A pardon bought with blood! with blood 
divine! 

With blood divine of him. made my foe! 

Persisted to provoke! though woo’d and 
awed, 

Dlest and chastised, a flagrant rebel still ; 

A rebel ’midst the thunders of his throne ! 

Nor Lalone! a rebel] universe! 

Yet for the foulest of the foul he dies! 


Bound every heart! and every bosom burn! 
Oh whata scale of miracies is here! 
Its lowest round high planted on the skies: 
Its towering suinimit lost beyond the thought 
Of man or angel !” Youne. 

Tue doctrines of the gospel are 
all entitled to the serious and fre- 
quent contemplation of the Chris- 
tian, and are admirably calculated 
to administer consolation to his 
mind, amid the varied circum- 
stances in which he may be situa- 
ted during his pilgrimage through 
life. They are strikingly adapted 
to meet his every moral necessity, 
whether as it regards his present 
happiness, or his anticipations re- 
specting a future state ; and what- 
ever may be the circumstances in 
iis histery which he had supposed 
peculiar to himseif; there are doc- 
irines contained in the gospel, in- 
culcated in the form of promises, 
as precisely suited to bis condition 
as if he had been the only indivi- 
dual in existence for whose benefit 
they had been intended. 

Of all the momentous and con- 
solatory doctrines contained in the 


sacred volume, that of the atone- 
ment of Christ is, without contro- 
versy, the most important and con- 
soling. It is a doctrine alike in- 
teresting to all—to the Christian of 
individual peculiarities, whatever 
those peculiarities may be ; and to 
him whose spiritual exigencies are 
common to the whole household of 
faith. It is from this doctrine that 
all the other truths of revelation 
derive their importance. Were it 
expunged from the sacred records, 
all the other doctrines contained 
therein would be divested of mean- 
ing, and would be possessed of no 
more interest than the fictitious 
sallies of a fertile imagination. It 
is the vast importance which at- 
taches to the atonement of Jesus, 
that irresistibly attracts the soul of 
the Christian to its frequent and 
delightful consideration ; and the 
more he ruminates on this giorious 
theme, the stronger does he feel 
his mind impressed with a persua- 
sion of the incalculable interest 
with which it is invested. 

The important points of view in 
which the doctrine of the atone- 
ment may be contemplated, are ex- 
ceedingly various. Itis only, how- 
ever, my present intention to con- 
sider it as an event calculated to 
excite the highest wonder ; and, in 
viewing it in this light, I shall con- 
cisely advert to the incarnation, 
sufferings, and death of Jesus— 
23* 
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regarding them respectively and 
conjointly, as circumstances pecu- 
liarly fitted to fill our minds with 
emotions of the greatest amaze- 
ment. 

The doctrine of the atonement 
of Christ is particularly calculated 
to excite the highest astonishment, 
if we consider the character of the 
Being by whom it has been accom- 
plished. 'The Saviour of mankind 
was not a mere human creature ; 
nor was he only one of those illus- 
trious intelligences who perpetually 
bask in the meridian splendour of 
heavenly glory. He was a divine 
person—invested with all the pro- 
perties and attributes which belong 
to the Supreme Being. 

Regarding the glory of the cha- 
racter of Jesus, the Scriptures 
speak in strains of the most sublime 
and expressive eloquence. He is 
represented as having existed from 
the remotest ages of eternity—as 
having been eternally cotemporary 
with his Father. He is declared 
to have been the object of his su- 
preme regard—to have been from 
eternity so essentially incorporated 
with the glory and felicity, nay, the 
very existence of God ; as that the 
one divine person could not have 
existed independently of the other. 
Agreeably to this view of the divi- 
nity of Jesus, we find that the same 
perfections and works are ascribed 
to him as to the Father. He is pos- 
sessed of infinite wisdom. In him, 
says the apostle Paul, are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. Heis omniscient. ‘ Lord, 
thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee,” was the 
confession of an inspired writer.— 
He is omnipresent. ‘Go ye into 
all nations, and preach the gospel 
to every creature,” was the gra- 
cious injunction of the blessed Re- 
deemer to his primitive disciples ; 
and for their encouragement he 


promises to be with them always, 
even unto the end of the world— 
an expression intimating, that in 
whatever portion of our globe his 
people may be situated, they shall 
enjoy his blessed presence.—He 
is omnipotent. Hence he is repre- 
sented as possessing all power mm 
heaven and in earih ; and none but 
an Agent invested with omnipo- 
tence, could have accomplished 
the creation, and could preserve 
and govern the universe,—acts 
which are ascribed in Scripture to 
the second Person of the Trinity. 
In fine, being in the form of God, 
he thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: in him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bo- 
dily: he is the brightness of his 
Father’s glory, and the express 
image of his person: and as such 
has the same names applied to 
him, and is entitled to the same 
worship. 

To enlarge our conceptions re- 
garding the wonder which the 
event of the atonement of Jesus is 
calculated to produce in the mind, 
it might be proper to contemplate, 
as far as we are enabled by the 
disclosures of revelation, that glo- 
ry and felicity which he possessed 
with his Father in the heavenly 
state. 

It has been already mentioned, 
that inhim Jehovah placed supreme 
delight, and that he was, in every 
respect, on an equality with the 
Father. It consequently follows, 
that whatever glory and felicity the 
first Person of the glorious Trinity 
enjoyed from eternity, must have 
been equally enjoyed by the se- 
cond. Agreeably to this, we ac- 
cordingly find the Scriptures every 
where representing Jesus as hav- 
ing eternally possessed the su- 
preme glory and happiness of 
heaven. ‘Those innumerable an- 
gelic intelligences with which the 




















abodes of bliss are replenished, 
were perpetually around his throne, 
contemplating and adoring his glo- 
rious person. These winged mes- 
sengers were ever awaiting with 
breathless anxiety the annuncia- 
tion of his gracious commands, 
invariably regarding it as their 
highest felicity to be made the 
honoured instruments of execu- 
ting his sovereign pleasure.— 
Their hearts and harps were ever 
attuned to celebrate his praises in 
the loftiest strains; and though 
they themselves are an inconceiv- 
ably giorious order of intelligences, 
yet all the excellency and glory of 
their natures are exclusive emana- 
tions from Jesus Christ—a consi- 
deration this which must be pow- 
erfully calculated to impress our 
minds with the most elevated sen- 
timents regarding his glory. In 
one word, all we can think or speak 
respecting the glory of the divine 
Saviour may be summed up in 
this,—that he is infinite. 

Now, that a being so resplen- 
dently glorious should have con- 
descended to Jeave for a time the 
abodes of bliss, and to appear in 
our world, and in our nature, is un- 
questionably one of the most won- 
derful circumstances with which 
created intelligences are acquaint- 
ed. Had the Supreme Being inti- 
mated to the angels which sur- 
round his throne, that both heaven 
and earth were respectively to be 
made the theatres of some peculiar- 
ly wonderful event, and had left it 
to themselves to conjecture what, 
in each of these places, this event 
might be ; they would never, never 
have imagined, that in the first in- 
stance, it should consist, in the 
Son of God’s abandoning for a 
time the glory and felicity of hea- 
ven 3 and in the second, appearing 
in our world in the likeness of sin- 
ful flesh. Hence they are repre- 
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sented in the sacred oracles as im- 
pressed with the most profound 
wonder at the contemplation of the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ. This 
is an event which, were it not esta- 
blished beyond the possibility of 
doubt, neither the angelic nor the 
human mind could, for a moment, 
believe. The comprehensive soul 
of the apostle Paul applied itself 
to the contemplation of this sub- 
ject, but the result of his attempts 
to grapple with it was, that it 
was an incomprehensible mystery. 
Hence he exclaims, ‘‘ Without 
controversy, great is the mystery 
of godliness, God manifested in 
the flesh !” 

In addition to the incarnation of 
Jesus, abstractedly considered, 
there are circumstances attendant 
on the event, peculiarly calculated 
to excite our highest astonishment. 
Had the angels above, when first 
apprized of the determination of 
the divine Three, that the Word 
should be made flesh, and should 
dwell among us, been left to form 
their own conjectures respecting 
the manner in which he should ap- 
pear in the world, there cannot be 
a moment’s doubt but they would 
have been under circumstances, 
which should, in some measure at 
least, have corresponded to the 
dignity of his person; and they 
would have exerted their excursive 
imaginations in picturing out to 
themselves the resplendent glory 
which should attend the advent and 
incarnation of Jesus. But, ah! how 
difierent from this were the circum- 
stances attendant on the birth of 
the child of Bethlehem. Instead 
of appearing in our world amid the 
display of external splendour, his 
incarnation was characterized by 
the most degraded circumstances. 
Go into yonder stable, and behold 
the Prince of glory, on his intro- 
duction to our world, destitute 





eal 
r 






































224 


of those necessary conveniences 
which, under such circumstances, 
are within the reach of the poorest 
of mankind. Ihe new born help- 
less babe has not so much as a 
cradle for its reception, but is laid 
in a manger, and is wrapped in 
swaddling clothes ; and is, conse- 
quently, exposed to sufferings on 
the first breathings of its terrestrial 
existence. These and other cir- 
cumstances attendant on the incar- 
nation of Jesus, are surely calcu- 
Jated to awaken in our minds emo- 
tions of the highest wonder. 

And corresponding to the degra- 
dation and suffering which charac- 
terized the birth of Jesus, was the 
whole course of his existence in 
this world. While he was in a state 
of infancy, his mother was com- 
pelled to flee with him into a fo- 
reign country, in order to avoid the 
fierce persecution which cruel He- 
rod had instituted on his account. 
In his subsequent history we find 
him the subject of poverty, degra- 
dation, and suffering. At one time 
we hear him complaining, that ‘‘ the 
foxes had holes, and the fowls of 
the air had nests; but that the Son 
of man had not where to lay his 
head ;” and if from the period at 
which he uttered this plaintive lan- 
guage, we follow him to the pre- 
cincts of the tomb, we behold in 
his history one unbroken scene of 
wretchedness. Independently of 
the sufferings he experienced from 
the nature of the worldly circum- 
stances in which he was situated— 
the contempt, reproaches, and per- 
secution of ungodly men; and the 
misery which ornginated from the 
anticipation of the sufferings which 
awaited him, he endured incon- 
ceivable internal or mental wretch- 
edness, arising from causes of 
which we can form no conception. 

The extreme misery he had so 
long experienced had hitherto been 
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concealed in his own breast; but 
as the termination of his earthly 
existence approached, his suffer- 
ings reached an extremity which 
rendered farther concealment im- 
possible. ‘* Father, if it be possi- 
ble, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine 
be done.” The excruciating pains 
he experienced in the garden of 
Gethsemane made him sweat great 
drops of blood, and compelled him 
to exclaim, ‘‘ My soul is exceed- 
ingly sorrowful, even unto death.” 
And on the cross—that scene of 
his final sufferings, when the wrath 
of men, of the powers of darkness, 
and the reservoirs of the vengeance 
of heaven, were poured out, with 
concentrated energy, on his devo- 
ted head,—he was made to cry 
out, “* My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?”—Can the hu- 
man mind, or the mind of angels, 
conceive of any thing so inexpres- 
sibly wonderful, as that he who, 
from the endless ages of eternity, 
had enjoyed a degree of glory and 
happiness infinitely superior to any 
enjoyed by the most exalted intel- 
ligences in heaven, should thus be 
subjected to a measure of suffering 
and wo, infinitely more extreme 
than any endured in the regions of 
despair ? 

Nor is this all: he who had as- 
sumed human nature, and in our 
world had experienced such unpa- 
ralleled sufferings, did voluntarily 
give himself up unto death. Yes! 
he who, by the word of his power, 
had created the heavens, and had 
given being to the various orders 
of angelic intelligences by which 
they are inhabited,—he who, bv 
the breathing of his mouth, had 
called our world into beautiful 
orcer, from that state of perfect 
chaos in which it originally was,— 
who had given existence to, and 
continued to preserve and govern, 

















the various species of animated 
creatures with which it is reple- 
nished,—even he condescended to 
die in our .world; and to die an 
ignominious death. On mount Cal- 
vary we behold the Lord of glory 
agonizing and expiring on the 
cross, and between two malefac- 
tors, men who were held in the 
greatest execration—a _ circum- 
stance which, in the estimation of 
ungodly men, reduced him to a 
level with the most degraded of 
mankind. In addition to the intense 
bodily pain inflicted by the nails and 
the spear, his susceptible soul must 
have suffered much from the con- 
temptuous epithets which were ap- 
plied to him; and what tended still 
more perhaps to enhance his suf- 
ferings was, the circumstance of 
having no friends to sympathize 
with him. It has a powerful ten- 
dency to alleviate the most extreme 
misery, to be sensible of possess- 
ing the cordial sympathies of some 
affectionate friend ; but the substi- 
tute of sinners was deprived even 
of this source of satisfaction. 
Among the vast multitude who 
witnessed his crucifixion, there was 
not, so far as we know, one single 
individual who ventured to express 
his sympathy with the illustrious 
sufferer. Abandoned by his Father, 
by angels, and even by his disci- 
ples, who had adhered to him amid 
his other trying circumstances, his 
mind must have felt peculiarly 
painful on this account. At length 
the Son of God expired. He ex- 
claimed, ‘It is finished”—bowed 
his head,—and gave up the ghost. 

But the atonement of Christ will, 
if possible, still farther. augment 
astonishment, if we consider the 
character of those for whom he be- 
came incarnate, suffered, and died. 
It would have constituted a display 
of condescension well calculated 
to excite the most wonderful sen- 
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timents throughout the creation of 
God, had the eternal Word, his 
fellow and equal, veiled his glory 
for a time, and submitted to the 
most excruciating sufferings and 
an ignominious death, in behalf of 
the angelic hosts. They are an 
order of intelligences incomparably 
more exalted than men. They had 
surrounded the throne of the Most 
High, and had contemplated his 
glory with the most profound ado- 
ration, and had executed his sove- 
reign pleasure with the utmost 
promptitude and cheerfulness, for 
an incalculable series of ages ere 
man had a being. Sin, however, 
in a manner regarding which we 
can form no adequate conception, 
was introduced into the heavenly 
state; and some of the very high- 
est orders of angelic intelligences 
were contaminated by it. They 
rose up in arms against the Ma- 
jesty of heaven. In consequence 
of their rebellion, these hitherto 
glorious and happy beings were 
deprived of the divine favour, and 
expelled the abodes of heaven. 
Now, had it been to effect the 
reconciliation of fallen angels to an 
offended God, and their restoration 
to that glory and felicity they had 
justly forfeited,—that the second 
Person of the blessed Trinity had 
suffered and died, —even this would 
have been admirably adapted to fill 
our minds with profound astonish- 
ment ; but that he should have ap- 
peared in our nature, to suffer and 
die for the apostate race of Adam, 
—while he passed by fallen angels, 
—is a fact, the contemplation of 
which should fill our minds with an 
infinitely higher degree of wonder. 
What is the character of those 
for whom Christ Jesus shed his 
precious blood? ‘They are guilty 
and polluted creatures, to an in- 
conceivable degree. The whole 
nature of n:an is infected with the 
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loathsome leprosy of sin—all the 
faculties of the soul, and the mem- 
bers of the body. He is, in the 
affecting language of Scripture, 
conceived in sin, and brought forth 
in iniquity ; and the farther he ad- 
vances in life, the more he accu- 
mulates the load of his moral de- 
linquency by adding actual trans- 
gressions to his original sin. His 
affections are wholly estranged 
from God ; nay, his heart is enmity 
in the abstract against him, and is 
not subject to his law ; neither, in- 
deed, can be. Every day, every 
hour, nay, every moment of his 
existence, he is violating, either in 
thought, word, or deed, the sacred 
commands of Jehovah. His whole 


life is one continued course of 


rebellion against the Majesty of 
heaven. In short, he is possessed 
of no quality which could have a 
tendency to recommend him to 
God ; but, on the contrary, is pos- 
sessed of every thing which is cal- 
culated to render him odious in his 
sight, and to expose him to his 
fearful displeasure. 

Now, that the Lord of life and 
glory, the Sovereign of heaven and 
earth, should vouchsafe to absent 
himself for a time from the man- 
sions of unmixed felicity above— 
assume the degraded nature of 
man—and ia that nature endure 
excruciating sufferings, and suffer 
an ignominious death—and all this 
for the salvation of the human race, 
—is a consideration which ought 
to overwhelm our minds with 
amazement,—mingled with the 
most profound gratitude and joy. 
The atonement of Jesus, consider- 
ed in conjunction with all its con- 
comitant circumstances, is there- 
fore the most wonderful event that 
ever occurred, either in the heavens 
above, or in the world with which 
we are at present connected. We 
may well imagine with what feel- 
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ings of astonishment it was beheld 
by the angels of God, as well as 
by the spirits of just men made 
perfect ; and if there ever was such 
an emotion as sorrow experienced 
in heaven, or such an exercise en- 
gaged in as weeping,—the wonder 
which angels and glorified spirits 
experienced while the Lord of life 
was expiring on the cross,—must 
have been mingled with grief and 
with tears. 

Nor were the powers of dark- 
ness indifferent spectators of this 
marvellous event; they beheld it 
with the highest amazement and 
the deepest horror. Nay, however 
little unfeeling man may be affected 
at the circumstance of the death 
of Christ,—it was an occurrence 
which even inanimate creation 
could not witness, but with sorrow 
and surprise. In the simple but 
sublime language of Scripture, the 
earth, at the death of Jesus, is 
represented as being covered with 
thick darkness, the rocks being 
rent in twain, and the sun ceasing 
to shine. So tremendous were 
the convulsions which affected the 
earth while he was suspended on 
the cross, that a heathen philoso- 
pher, ignorant of the circumstance, 
exclaimed, ‘ Either the God of 
nature suffers, or the world is 
come to an end !” 

‘The sun beheld it—No, the shocking 

scene 

Drove back his chariot ; 
face ; 

Not such as this: not such as nature makes: 

A midnight nature shudder’d to behold ; 

A midnight new! a dread eclipse (without 

Opposing spheres) from her Creator’s 
frown ! [start 

Sun! didst thou flv thy Maker’s pain? or 

At that enormous load of human guilt 

Which bow’d his blessed head, o’erwhelm’d 
his cross, womb 

Made groan the centre, burst earth’s marble 

With pangs, strange pangs! deliver’d up 
her dead ? a tear: 

Hell howl’d; and heaven that hour let fali 

Heaven wept, that man might smile !— 


Heaven bled that man 
Might never die !”-- 


midnight veil'd his 


Yona. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSICONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
—_ 


STATE OF THE MISSIONS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Ninth Anniversary. 


THE ninth anniversary of the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, was celebrated at Du- 
ane-street church, in the city of New- 
York, on Friday evening, the 18th of 
April. The chair was taken at seven 
o’clock, by the Rev. Dr. Bangs, in the 
absence of the president and vice pre- 
sidents, and after uniting in a song of 
praise to almighty God, a solemn 
prayer was offered to the throne of 
grace by Rev. D. Ostrander. The 
report was then read by Rev. Robert 
Seney, communicating the most heart- 
cheering intelligence on the operations 
of the society and the blessing of the 
God of missions, which has been so sig- 
nally manifested towards this ‘ work 
of faith and labour of love.” 

The Rev. Noah Levings then ad- 
dressed the meeting by a most able and 
eloquent appeal to the congregation, 
soliciting co-operation by their influ- 
ence, their prayers, and their money. 

The collection, amounting to $151 
99 cents, was then taken up, the choir 
singing an appropriate anthem: after 
which the Rev. Mr. Case and two 
converted Indians, who have accom- 
panied him from the mission in U. Ca- 
nada, sang two verses of the first hymn 
in our book, in the Indian language. 

Mr. Case then rose and communi- 
cated a truly interesting narrative of 
what he had seen during his labours 
among the aborigines in Upper Ca- 
nada, together with an account of a 
number of revivals among them of 
recent date. 

John Sunday, one of the natives, 
then rose, and in his own language 
addressed the people with a zeal and 
pathos seldom exhibited by our culti- 
vated orators. His gestures, his ex- 
pression of countenance, the energy 
of his manner, and his appeals to 
Heaven, all exhibited the warmth of 
his heart, the reality of his religion, 
and the powers of his native elo- 
quesce; for although not a word was 
understood by his hearers, yet the 
effect upon the congregation was uni- 
versally visible—their tears spolre the 
unsophisticated language of their 
hearts. Mr. Case then interpreted 
what he had said, and although much 


of the edge of his exhortation must 
have been deteriorated by the trans- 
lation, yet we may readily imagine 
what must be the effect produced upon 
his Indian brethren by this good man’s 
fervent labours among them. 

Peter Jacobs, the other Indian, a 
youth about nineteen years of age, 
then read several passages from the 
New Testament, first in English, and 
then in the Indian language, after the 
manner in which he instructs his bre- 
thren at home. The manner in which 
he read the parable of the lost sheep, 
was very creditable to his head and 
heart. He read it exceedingly well, 
and his feelings obviously made a per- 
sonal application of the parable to 
himself and his countrymen. This he 
fully exhibited when he had finished 
reading, by addressing the congrega- 
tion, relative to his personal expe- 
rience, and knowledge in the things of 
God. His broken English, added to 
the obvious simplicity and sincerity of 
his narrative, combined to render the 
scene truly impressive, and highly 
gratifying to the hearts of all true 
Christians. The two Indians then 
sang four verses of the hymn com- 
mencing-- 

‘¢ How happy are the 
Who re eae oe &e, 
in their own language, the congrega- 
tion afterwards singing it in English. 

The Rev. Dr. Bangs then rose, and 
after remarking that John Sunday had 
not understood any thing that had been 
said, from his ignorance of our lan- 
guage, proceeded to address him 
through his brother Indian as inter- 
preter; and in the name of the Chris- 
tian congregation there assembled, 
gave him the right hand of fellowsbip. 
The flowing tears, and broken sobs of 
this poor son of the forest, added to his 
loud exclamations when he understood 
what was said to him, was one of the 
most melting scenes we ever witness- 
ed, and will never be forgotten by any 
one present; particularly, when to the 
ardent wish expressed to meet him in 
heaven, he responded with melting 
eves, and overflowing heart, Amen! 
Amen! and ‘all the people’ said 


Amen! Amen! also. 


















228 Methodist Missionary Society, 





‘inth Annual Report. 


NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


THE practice of presenting yearly 
reports of those societies which derive 
their support from the munificence of 
the public, affords a favourable oppor- 
tunity of renewing the tribute of gra- 
titude to God for his continued smiles, 
and to the managers of the public 
bounty ofsubmitting their transactions 
to the inspection of the community. 
Under these impressions, the mana- 
core of the Missionary Society of the 

ethodist Episcopal Church once 
more submit to the society a brief 
statement of the manner in which its 
affairs have been conducted during the 
past year. This they do the more 
cheerfully, as the result will prove 
that however imperfect may have been 
their endeavours, they have been evi- 
dently sanctioned of that God who has 
given success to their efforts. 

Indeed every returning anniversary 
brings with it renewed assurances that 
this society was commenced under the 
guidance of a gracious Providence. 
Its sole object being the diffusion of 
gospel truth by a more extended ope- 
ration of the grand system of itimerant 
preaching, its efforts have been crown- 
ed with signal success in bringing 
**sinners from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God.” 
And while this object is kept steadily 
in view, the managers cannot doubt 
that it will be approved of God, and 
secure the support of all real friends 
to the Redeemer. The managers 
likewise rejoice to witness that in pro- 
portion to the increased calls and he- 
cessities of the society to carry for- 
ward the great work of reformation, 
the spirit of benevolence and Chris- 
tian enterprise has been called into 
action, As facts, however, will most 
effectually corroborate the truth of 
theory, the managers proceed to con- 
firm these statements by the following 
view of the missions. 

I. Missions among the Aborigines 
in the United States. 

1. The Wyandot mission, situated 
on the Sandusky river, in the state of 
Ohio, continues greatly to prosper, 
and fully merits the patronage and 
support it has received from the Chris- 
tian public. Agriculture and the arts 
and habits of domestic life, are taking 
the place of their former manner of 
living. These are the blessed effects 
of Christianity upon their hearts and 
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lives. In addition to the missionary sta- 
tioned among them by the conference, 
the converted chiefs continue to edify 
their brethren by their exhortations 
and example. 

The number of church members is 
one hundred and ninety. 

Schelars fifty-four, under the charge 
of two teachers. 

Two of the native converts have 
been sent as missionaries to other 
tribes, and it is hoped they will bring 
good tidings to their brethren. 

2. The mission among the Chero- 
kees has made rapid advances during 
the past year, not less than two hun- 
dred and seventy-five having been 
added to the church. Besides the re- 
gular missionaries, seven in number, 
a native chief by the name of Turtle 
Fields, has been eminently useful as an 
itinerant missionary among his bre- 
thren. These people, indeed, are 
growing into a regular community, 
under their own laws, assimilating to 
the habits and customs of civilized life. 

The number of church members is 
six hundred and seventy-five, and four 
schools are attached to the mission. 

3. The Pottawattamy mission, loca- 
ted on the Fox river, in the state of 
Illinois, has been slow in its progress 
from the beginning, and its ultimate 
success somewhat doubtful; but lat- 
terly the prospects are brightening, so 
that there is reason to expect that per- 
manent good will be effected. It has 
one missionary, and one teacher of a 
school. The number of church mem- 
bers and scholars has not been ascer- 
tained. , 

4. The Asbury mission among the 
Creeks, in the western part of Geor- 
gia, has encountered great difficulties. 
The distracted state of the nation, the 
removal of a part beyond the Missis- 
sippi, and other things of an unplea- 
sant nature, have exerted an unhappy 
influence upon the school, and reduced 
its numbers. A hope, however, is in- 
dulged, that the grounds of these diffi- 
culties are principally removed. Be- 
coming more settled in their affairs, 
the national authority has manifested 
a friendly disposition towards the mis- 
sion by a donation of a thousand dol- 
lars towards its support out of the pro- 
ceeds of their last land ceded to the 
United States. 

5. By information received from the 
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Rev. Wm. Winans, it appears that the 
Choctaw mission, situated in the state 
of Mississippi, has been resumed ; and 
it is hoped that these people also will 
be reclaimed to the blessings of Chris- 
tianity and civilization. 

II. The Missions among the Abori- 
gines of Upper Canada. 

These comprehend the following 
stations :— 

1. The Grand river mission. This 
mission continues to prosper as here- 
tofore; but though accessions have 
been made to the society, by the con- 
version of several Missisauga families, 
the numbers remain nearly stationary, 
from the removal of those who have 
been converted to Christianity to 
other places, particularly to the Credit. 

There are at this place one mission- 
ary and two teachers. 

The number of church members is 
about forty. The number of scholars 
is fifty-nine. 

2. The natives at the Muncey towns 
on the river Thames, have no regular 
missionary appointed among them; 
but they are instructed in the things of 
the kingdom by Mr. Carey and Mr. 
Havens, who volunteered, their ser- 
vices without fee or reward. They 
have succeeded in erecting a house 
for schools and divine worship, and 
preparations are making to furnish 
them with more regular instructers. 
The Indians at the Muncey towns 
consist of a body of Chipeways of 
about two hundred and sixty, and of 
the Delawares of about two hundred, 
who occupy a reserve of several hun- 
dred acres. They manifest a desire to 
form a closer union for the purpose of 
enjoying the advantages of religious 
and literary instruction for themselves 
and their children. There is also a 
prospect of extending the mission to 
the Aux Saubles, on the river by that 
name, and others of the same tribe on 
the Bear river, still farther in the inte- 
rior. To these people two Christian 
Indians from the Grand river paid a 
visit about two years since, and were 
kindly received. At Barnard, near 
Malden, there are about twenty of 
the Wyandots in society, who are re- 
gularly supplied by the preachers on 
the Amherstburg circuit. 

3. The Credit mission is situated on 
the river by that name, which empties 
into Jake Ontario, about eighteen 
miles southwest of York, the capital of 
Upper Canada. The whole censists 
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of two hundred souls, one hundred and 
twenty of whom are members of the 
church, divided into six classes, with 
as many native class leaders. Three 
stewards manage their temporal con- 
cerns ; and there are several exhorters 
who frequently visit the neighbouring 
tribes from fifty to one hundred miles 
around them. They have twenty com- 
fortable houses, and a house for the 
school and for divine worship. The 
school which is taught by Mr. Jones, 
brother to Peter Jones, averages thir- 
ty-five scholars, and is in a very pros- 
perous state. 

4. The Bellville mission is on Grape 
island, in the bay of Quinte, six miles 
from the town of Bellville. In this 
place, which is pleasant and healthy, 
they have commenced building houses, 
tilling the land, and cultivating the 
arts of civilized life. They have al- 
ready ten dwelling houses erected, 
another for the teacher of their school. 
and one for the double purpose of 
worship and literary instruction. 

There are in church membership 
one hundred and thirty, and twenty- 
five children under school instruction. 

By the labours of some native ex- 
horters from these tribes, and the in- 
structions of our preachers, the work 
of reformation has extended to a body 
of Indians in the vicinity of Kingston, 
and about forty have embraced the 
Lord Jesus as their Saviour. This 
has increased the number of converts 
to Christianity from this branch of 
the Missisaugas to one hundred and 
seventy. 

5. The Rice lalse mission has not 
before been reported to the society, as 
being regularly classed among its mis- 
sionary stations. The natives included 
in this mission reside on the borders of 
Rice lake, Mud lake, and Schoogog 
lake. The work of reformation among 
these people has been rapid, deep, and 
genuine. With but three exceptions, 
among a body of three hundred Jn- 
dians, heretofore notorious for their 
habits of intemperance, who have em- 
braced Christianity, all have held fast 
their confidence. Though they are 
very desirous to have their children 
instructed, the missionaries have not 
yet been able to establish a school 
among them. This however, it is ex- 
pected, if sufficient funds can be 
raised, will soon be done. 

6. The lake Simco mission was 
commenced a little more than a year. 
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since, by some discourses which were 
delivered to them by one of our 
preachers. The serious impressions 
then produced were increased by the 
introduction of sabbath school instruc- 
tion by some benevolent individuals. 
This has eventuated in the conversion 
from paganism of more than forty, 
three of whom are chiefs of the nation. 
This body, which numbers six hun- 
dred souls, is the largest of those who 
speak the Chipeway tongue, south of 
jake Huron. From this good begin- 
ning, the society may, under the con- 
tinued blessing of God, hope for a most 
favourable result among these people. 
They also need a school for the in- 
struction of their children. Peter 
Jones, a native convert, and a licensed 
preacher, was appointed at the last 
Canada conference to travel among 
these people. 

These missions, ten in number, em- 
ploy sixteen missionaries, besides two 
native missionaries and several ex- 
horters. The whole number of church 
members is sixteen hundred and fif- 
teen, as nearly as can be ascertained. 
Children taught in the schools between 
three and four hundred. 

II]. Domestic Missions. 

Since the last report, the Highland, 
the Piscataques, the Missisepa, and 
several cf the missions within the 
bounds of the South Carolina confer- 
ence, have so prospered as to be num- 
bered among the regular circuits. 
The following are still considered as 
missions, and are less or more aided 
by the funds of the society ; some of 
them were commenced during the past 
year. 

1. The Hampshire mission, in the 
state of Massachusetts, has given evi- 
dence of success. The missionary 
writes that his field of labour is consi- 
derably enlarged, so that now there 
are upwards of twelve regular appoint- 
ments, and several promising classes. 
{t is probable that at the close of this 
year the mission will be prepared 
to be included among the regular 
circuits. 

2. Red Hook mission, which em- 
braces a tract of country on the east 
side of the Hudson river, hitherto not 
supplied by the regular ministry, set- 

tled principally by the Dutch. Several 
preaching places have been obtained, 
and considerable attention paid to the 
word; but with what effect the board 
is not able to say. 
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3. The Shawangunk mission is ov 
the west side of the above river. The 
missionary reports that he has suc~- 
ceeded in establishing preaching 10 
thirteen places; but that much indif- 
ference to the gospel prevails, thoug!: 
the prospect is becoming. more en- 
couraging. 

4. The Richmond mission in some 
of the new settlements in Upper Ca- 
nada consists of twelve appointments 
for preaching, in which are nine 
classes. Several members have been 
added during the year. 

The following account of the mis- 
sions within the bounds of the South 
Carolina conference is taken from the 
last report of that conference missicn- 
ary society. 

5. ** The missions in the Tallahassee 
district yield generally a gracious har- 
vest, and the most of them may now 
be classed among the regular circuits. 
Tallahassee mission suffered on ac- 
count of the sickness of brother Tur- 
rentine, the missionary. One hundred, 
nevertheless, were added to the socie- 
ties. There are twenty-two preach- 
ing places, two meeting-houses were 
built the last year, and the population 
is rapidly increasing. 

6. *‘ Pea river mission is in a pros- 
perous condition. There are twenty- 
one preaching places, five meeting 
houses have been built, and one hun- 
dred and seventy-three have joined 
society the past year. Awakenings 
generally prevail around the mission. 
There are now two hundred and nine- 
teen whites and thirty-five blacks in 
society. 

7. “St. Augustine and Alachua.— 
The want of a house of worship in 
Augustine is most sensibly felt. In 
this place there has been but little in- 
crease. The affairs of the church are 
thought to be better than formerly. 
In Alachua and on St. John’s there 
has been an extensive reformation. 
About fifty have joined the church, 
and three meeting houses have been 
built. 

8. “In Pensacola no society has 
been formed. The congregations were 
generally good and serious. A com- 
modious church has been commenced, 
and the funds in hand are nearly suf- 
ficient to pay for it, except four hun- 
dred dollars, which was to be given for 
the lot. During the prevalence of the 
yellow fever, brother Hardy retreated 
into the country about thirty miles, 
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where a society of twenty members 
was formed. 

9. ** Holmes’ valley mission is in 
rather a declining state; but few have 
joined, and several have been expelled. 
There are twelve preaching places, 
and one meeting house was built the 
past year. There are eighty-four 
whitesand thirty-five blacks in society. 

‘** Considerable parts of the Flori- 
das are yet destitute, and most of the 
newly acquired territory in Georgia 
needs immediate attention. Many 
parts of the country have already ex- 
tensive settlements, and in a short time 
wil! have a very dense population.” 

These are all the missions the board 
have to report. In surveying them, 
especially the most of the stations 
among the natives of our forest, there 
is abundant reason for thankfulness to 
God, for the manifest tokens of his ap- 
probation during the past year. From 
2 comparison of the present number 
with what it was last year, it will be 
found that there has been an increase 
of four hundred and fifty-one. 

The managers, therefore, cannot 
but congratulate their patrons and all 
the friends of missions on the success- 
ful issue of their operations; and this 
is presented as a pledge of what may 
yet be accomplished by a persevering 
effort in this great and good work. 
‘¢ Tn due season we shall reap” a more 
plentiful harvest ‘if we faint not.” . 

Auxiliary and Branch Societies. 

The exact number of these cannot 
be ascertained, as some of the auxilia- 
ries have not reported the number of 
branches connected with them. In 
addition, however, to those reported 
last year, including nearly all the an- 
nual conferences as auxiliary, many 
of which are assisted by flourishing 
branch societies, the managers have 
received official account of the forma- 
tion of the following auxiliaries since 
the last anniversary, namely, Lansing- 
burg, Coeyman’s Circuit, New Paltz 
Circuit, and Cazenovia, in the state of 
New-York; Foundry Station, in the 
District of Columbia; Young Men’s, 
of Brooklyn, L. I.; Young Men’s 
Missionary Society of the city of Al- 
bany, and the Dorcas Society of New- 


York. 
State of the Funds. 

There have been received, since the 
last anniversary, witbin the bounds of 
the N. York Conference, $2,029 90 

New-England do. 19 00 


Maine Conference, 75 50 
Genesee do. 229 54 
Canada do. 1000 00 
Ohio do. 106 57 
Illinois do. 17 00 
Tennessee do. 300 00 
Mississippi do. 475 00 
S. Carolina do. 969 00 
Virginia do. 101 25 
Baltimore do. 590 00 


Donations from sundry indivi- 
duals, not included in the 
above 332 41 





Total $6,245 17 

The Missionary Society of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, within the 
bounds of the Philadelphia Cunfer- 
ence, is pursuing its course of contri- 
buting to advance the general cause 
with unabated zeal. During the year 
past it has paid to the W yandot mission 
$200, to the Cherokee mission $600, 
and $400 to the Canada missions, 
making in the whole 41,200. The ma- 
nagers gladly avail themselves of ano- 
ther opportunity to acknowledge this 
society as a fellow labourer and co- 
worker in the missionary enterprise, 
with their best wishes for its prospe- 
rity and success. 

In addition to the above, donations 
in clothing to considerable amount 
have been forwarded to the Indian 
missions in Upper Canada. and also to 
the Wyandot mission at Upper San- 
dusky. 

Since the last anniversary the fol- 
lowing sums have been expended : 
Within the bounds of the New- 

York conference, for the 

Hampshire, Red Hook, and 


Shawangunk mission $321 34 
Maine conference, for the Pis- 
catequis mission, 150 00 


Canada conference, for the 

Grand river, Credit. Bell- 

ville,Rice lake, lake Simcoe, 

and Richmond mission  *2,512 25 
Ohio conference, for the Wy- 

andot and St. Clair mission 750 00 
Illinois conference, for the 

Pottawattamy mission 
Tennessee conference, for the 

Cherokee mission 300 00 
Mississippiconference,for New 

Orleans and Mobile mission 850 00 
South Carolina conference, for 

the Asbury, Tallahassee, 


* This sum mcludes one thousand and fifty 
dollars paid during the year ending Sept, 
1827. Sce treasurer’s report. 


1000 00 
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Holmes’ valley, Red river, 

Troup’s, Columbus, and 

Habersham mission 1,881 00 
Printing, postage, and other 








incidental expenses 341 59 

Total $3,106 18 

Received this year 6,245 17 
Leaving a balance against 

the society of $1,861 o 


The Constitution of the Society. 

As some have doubted the legality, 
as the constitution now reads, of ap- 
propriating any part of the funds of the 
society to the support of domestic 
missions, or of employing missionaries 
within the bounds of the annual con- 
ferences, the managers have recom- 
mended to the next general Confer- 
ence so to alter the constitution as to 
remove all scruples on the subject. 
This they the more cheerfully do, be- 
cause they believe that many parts of 
our country, especially in the interior 
and the new settlements, though inha- 
bited by civilized people, are as truly 
missionary fields as any other. The 
paucity of the inhabitants, poverty, 
and other inconveniences, render it 
extremely difficult for them to supply 
themselves with the means of grace 
unaided by the beneficence of the 
more wealthy and enlightened parts 
of the Christian community. On these 
accounts, and many others which 
might be urged, the managers hope 
that the wisdom of the general con- 
ference will lead them to such mea- 
sures as shall remove every impedi- 
ment to a just application of some 
portion of the funds of this institution 
to those destitute places. 


Conclusion. 
The society has laboured under 
somewhat different circumstances 


this, from what it has for any preced- 
ing year. At the commencement of its 
operations, there were no missionaries 
employed claiming a support from its 
funds. In consequence of this the small 
amount collected during the first year 
of its existence was in hand, and was 
so reported at the end of the year. 
This enabled the society to keep in 
advance of the drafts from year to 
year, until some time in December 
last,when it was found that the treasury 
was drained. This induced the mana- 
gers to issue a circular stating the fact 
that the funds were exhausted, and 
calling on the friends of missions for 
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help. The managers rejoice to know 
that their call has not been unheeded. 
Several benevolent individuals have 
aided the society by liberal dona- 
tions, as the treasurer’s report will 
show, and some additional auxiliaries 
have been formed. This shows what 
might be dune, and what the mana- 
gers flatter themselves will be done, 
by a simultaneous, persevering, and 
united effort among preachers and 
eople. 

A friend in the western country, 
noticing the appeal of the managers 
to the benevolence of their brethren, 
made a proposition, which was pub- 
lished in the Advocate and Journal, 
that if ninety individuals could be 
found obligating themselves to pay 
one hundred dollars each, within one 
year, he would be one of the ninety. 
Twelve have already subscribed to the 
proposition, four of whom have paid 
one hundred dollars each into the trea- 
sury. This proposition is no less cre- 
ditable to the benevolent individual 
with whom it originated, and to those 
who have so far sustained it by their 
names and monev, than it is beneficial 
to the cause of missions, and grateful 
to the managers. Could those who 
have wealth witness the joy and gra- 
titude with which donations are re- 
ceived by those more immediately be- 
nefitted by them, more especially the 
forlorn inhabitants of our forests, oh 
their hearts would expand to the calls 
which are made, and their pleasyre be 
heightened tenfold while they thus be- 
stow their goods to feed and clothe 
these poor. 

That this cause will go on and 
prosper the managers cannot doubt. 
Indeed they are more and more con- 
firmed in the belief that it has the God 
of love for its author and support, 
‘seeing his mercy is great unto the 
heavens, and his truth unto the 
clouds.” And while this is so, every 
tongue that shall rise in judgment 
against it, shall be put to silence. But 
where is that tongue? It has already, 
by its success, its manifest adaptation 
to accomplish the grand designs of 
redemption, in the awakening and 
conversion of sinners, put to silence 
every thing in the semblance of argu- 
ment against it. 

Feeling that the cause is thus sane- 
tioned by the adorable Author of all 
good, the managers once more com- 
mit it and themselves into his gracious 
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hands, under the earnest expectation 
that they will be supported by the 
kind and energetic co-operation of 
their brethren. And may all the peo- 


ple say, ‘“‘ Let the heavens be glad, 
and let the earth rejoice; and let men 
say among the nations, The Lord 
reigneth.” 


MISSIONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
Extracts from the Journal of Mr. Davis, dated Graham's Town, 


Sepr. 15th, 1827.—Yesterday I re- 
turned from a tour round the circuit, 
having been absent from home seven 
days; during which period I rode 
nearly one hundred and fifty miles, 
preached six times, met five societies, 
renewed their quarterly tickets, and 
administered the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper. I was much encou- 
raged, generally, in my work, by the 
stability of the members, in the differ- 
ent places, who, I believe, are thank- 
ful to God for their privileges, and are 
frowing in grace. We have an addi- 
tion to the number of members in the 
out parts of the circuit this quarter; 
and our prospects are good. Praise 
the Lord! The chapel at Port Francis 
will be ready for opening in a few 
weeks. It is truly gratifying to see 
the same zeal and effort among the 
settlers at Albany, towards the cause 
of God and religion, as is manifested 
towards these in our native and highly 
privileged country. 

24th.—-Yesierday I finished the 
been. visitation of the classes, and 
am thankful to God that I have gene- 
rally found amongst the members, a 
growing conformity to the will of God, 
and an increasing desire to press for- 
ward in the way of righteousness. We 
have added twenty to the number of 
members this quarter, and have nearly 
as many on trial. 

Oct. 2d.—On Sunday last, the anni- 
versary of the opening of Clumber 
chapel was observed, and it was en 
couraging to observe that the same 
spirit of love and zeal for God’s glory, 
which actuated and influenced the 
people in the erection and opening of 
the said chapel, still exists and pre- 
vails. Soon after nine o’clock, the 
gathering together of the people re- 
minded me of the different tribes of the 
Israelites going up to the mount of 
God. The chapel stands on « small 
mount, (which some call mount Mer- 
cy,) and the different parties of settlers 
going up to the sanctuary by different 
roads presented a pleasing and encou- 
raging aspect; and they came by as 


many different conveyances as roads 
some were drawn in carts by horses, 
and some by oxen; others in wagons ; 
some rode on sledges drawn by oxen; 
some came on horseback, and others 
on the backs of bullocks; and many 
on foot. The whole had a fine appear- 
ance. I had almost said, “It was 
never so seen in Israel.” Sure I am, 
such a scene I never witnessed in 
Britain's happy isle. At half past ten 
divine service commenced, and a 
blessed influence was felt whiie I 
preached to a large assembly the 
words of eternal life. At 3 Pp. m. a love 
feast was held, and this was indeed a 
feast of fat things. Many spoke of the 
way in which they bad been brought 
to God, and of their experieuce in the 
religion of the gospelof Christ. More 
rational and scriptural, or clearer 
testimonies I never heard: it was in- 
deed good to be there, for the Lord 
was there, and the truth of that pas- 
sage, ‘* To them that believe, he is 
precious,” was experienced by most 
present. I have reason to believe that 
the influence then felt will not be like 
the morning cloud, or early dew. 
Several came more than twenty miles 
to be present at this anniversary, who 
returned with gratitude to God for 
blessings received. At seven p. m. I 
again proclaimed Christ, and salvation 
through his blood. Great attention 
was paid, and several expressed them- 
selves to be much benefited. After 
preaching, the Lord’s supper was ad- 
ministered, which ended the services 
of this happy and memorable day. 

Yesterday, the quarterly meeting of 
our society was held. Our Zion is in- 
creasing in temporal support, as well 
as inspiritual good. Praise the Lord! 
My labour is great: without help, I 
shall not be able long to cultivate such 
an extensive field; the vineyard re- 
quires and would repay more labour- 
ers. May the Lord of the vineyard 
influence the committee to send us 
such out soon. I fear if one is not 
soon sent, two must come, to do the 
work which is now done. 
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8th.—Yesterday was a day of in- 
terest and encouragement to many. 
At eleven a. m. I preached a sermon 
to young people, from Eccles. xii, 1. 
Great attention was paid, and I hope 
good wasdone. In the eveniog, the 
chapel was crowded to excess, and 
many were standing without, who 
could not gain admittance: to this 
assembly I preached in behalf of the 
Sunday school, on the occasion of its 
anniversary. The truths delivered 
seemed to rivet the attention and in- 
terest the heart; a great seriousness 
and solemnity pervaded all present, 
who appeared to believe the great 
truth, ‘* That the soul be without 
knowledge, it is not good.” Several 
of the children greatly interested the 
congregation by the recital of pieces 
selected for the occaston, which they 
delivered in a clear, distinct, and for- 
cible manner. A little girl, about six 
years old, delivered Joshua Marsden’s 
piece on Time, in a manner that as- 
tonished all, and would have highly 
gratified the author, had he been pre- 
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sent. A boy spoke on the pathetic 
language of the Saviour, ‘‘ Remember 
me,’ in such a strain as to excite 
grateful and loving feelings. Others 
spoke on the evidences of Christianity 
in a forcible manner. The general 
examinatian of the children took place 
to day, when a marked improvement 
among them was apparent; but the 
best remains to be told, which is, that 
about twelve of the children, during 
the year, have professed faith in Christ, 
and evince their conversion by walk- 
ing worthy of him. More than two 
hundred children dined, and, in the 
evening, were supplied with various 
refreshments. The whole of this an- 
niversary gave great satisfaction, and 
the friends of the Sunday school gave 
the best proof of their affection, by 
their very liberal support on the occa- 
sion. The collections amounted to 
nearly twenty pounds sterling. The 
number of scholars in the school is as 
follows :—Europears—boys, ninety ; 
girls seventy-three. Hottentots, forty. 
Total, two hundred and six. 


REVIVALS. 


Hamden Circuit, Con.—Extract of 
a letter from the Rev. L. Baldwin, 
dated April 7, 1828: “‘ In September 
we attended the camp meeting at 
Say brook, where a number of brethren 
and sisters were greatly blessed, and 
from whence they returned with the 
sacred fire of zeal burning in their 
souls. From this time several of our 
members in Hotchkisstown (a neigh- 
bourhood within the limits of New 
Haven) began to contend in ardent 
prayer fora revival, and we have now 
the most satisfactory proof that their 
prayers were not in vain. The work 
soon began: sinners were awakened, 
and with sighs aud tears entered our 
prayer meetings, and kneeled and 
prayed for mercy; and blessed be 
God, he who bad wounded was pre-~ 
sent to heal. Sixin one meeting tes- 
tified that they had found the Re- 
deemer. Some were converted in a 
long chamber which, till lately, had 
been used as a ball room, but 1s now 
devoted to better purposes; and in 
almost every meeting, for some days, 
some have been brought from nature’s 
darkness into the kingdom of God. 
The probable number of new born 
souls in this place is about fifty, of 
whom twenty-one have been added to 


the Methodist society, which helps 
much to establish the cause in that 
place. For some weeks past the work 
has been spreading in the northwest 
part of the circuit, mostly in Salem 
and Prospect. A new society has 
been formed in Salem, to which about 
twenty-five new members have been 
added, and the work is still going on. 
We have received in our different 
appointments rising of sixty proba- 
tioners, of whom a considerable part 
is made up of our excellent young 
men, who promise future usefulness.” 

Schenectady, NV’. Y.—A very pleas- 
ing work of grace 1s now going on in 
Schenectady. The Rev. Geo. Coles 
says, ‘* Since the revival commenced, 
our congregations have been much 
increased, and class meetings as well 
as prayer meetings have been well 
attended. The result has been an ad- 
dition of upwards of twenty-five per- 
sons to the church. It is still increas- 
ing.” 

Augusta Cirecuit.—The Rev. F. 
Metcalf, in a letter dated April 5, 
1828, says, ‘“‘We are still favoured 
with a share of gracious influence and 
spiritual prosperity. We have received 
on trial since conference between 
eighty and ninety, among whom are 
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fome distinguished trophies of divine 
grace.” 

Huron circuit, Ohio.—Extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Adam Poe, dated 
March 17, 1828: * I was appointed to 
this circuit with brother Hazard, a real 
father in the gospel, and an old preach- 
er of Genesee conference. I was ac- 
quainted with the people generally, 
having been appointed part of a year 
before on the circuit, by the presiding 
elder. The circuit was large, and for 
the most of two years past, had but one 
preacher, who went round but once 
in five weeks; besides, his health be- 
ing poor, he was not able to fill all his 
appointments, consequently we found 
religion very low; but we have rea- 
son tothank the Lord of the harvest, 
there appears now to be a shaking 
among the ‘dry bones in some places. 
In 2 neighbourhood in Green Creek 
township, Sandusky county, we found 
a class of seven members, who were 
almost discouraged, and some of them 
had not been to meeting in six months. 
There was one old father in this little 
number, who was very anxious for the 
salvation of his children. The Satur- 
day after new year’s day, he called 
them together, talked with them, and 
prayed for them. One of his sons in 
law was immediately struck under 
conviction; he cried for mercy; his 
wife joined him in the same ery; his 
soul was set at liberty in a few mi- 
nutes, and in the morning he went 
round communicating the joyful news 
to hisneighbours. Some of them were 
vlad tohear it; others thought he was 
good enough before. He appointed a 
prayer meeting at his house that even- 
ing. His neighbours attended, and 
some of them expressed a desire for 
religion. The work broke out, and the 
fire ran from house to house, and from 
heart to heart. Universalism was re- 
nounced; the Saviour was embraced ; 
the neighbourhood became happy, and 
continues joyful; a number have pro- 
claimed the pardoning love of Jesus; 
others are anxiously inquiring the 
way to Zion. The work is still pro- 
gressing ; our little class has increased 
to twenty-four, and there are others 
ready to join as soon as an offer is made. 
It is very pleasing to us that there 
have been no proselyting attempts 
made, and that consequently the ut- 
most harmony and good will prevail.” 

New-Orleans.—Extract of a letter 
from the Rev. W. M. Curtiss, dated 
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April 8, 1828: ‘*We have lately had 
some gracious intimations, that the 
‘time to favour Zion,’ even in this 
city, 1s at hand. Believers, having 
renewed their covenant, have been 
much quickened, and are now deeply 
engaged for a revival of the work of 
God. Great solicitude for the salva- 
tion of sinners, is manifested by the 
few who love our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and, blessed be God! some precious 
souls, who, until lately, were far off, 
have been brought nigh by the blood 
of Christ, and are now found walking 
with the redeemed of the Lord, in the 
King’s highway ofholiness. In a social 
prayer meeting, a few evenings since, 
jive interesting young men, after 
struggling for some time as in the ago- 
nies of death, had their souls set at 
liberty, (in answer to prayer, ) all in the 
same hour. and went home rejoicing 
in God ther Saviour. A smallnumber, 
in our society in this city, have lately 
been enabled to testify that ‘the blood 
of Christ cleanseth from all sin,’ and 
several more are earnestly seeking 
the blessing of ‘ perfect love.’”’ 

Maine Conference.—Extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Moses Springer, 
jr-, dated Gardiner, Maine, April 23, 
1828: ‘Our prospects were never 
more glorious in Maine than at the 
moment I am now writing. Besides a 
general increase of spirituality in our 
societies throughout the conference, 
there are now three very remarkable 
revivals of religion within thirty miles 
of this place, all of which, it is pre- 
sumed, took rise from the camp meet- 
ing in this town in September last. 
One of these is in Bath, one in Wis- 
casset, and the other in Union. In all 
these places already between three 
and four hundred have been added 
to our societies, and the work seems 
but just commencing. In Wiscasset, 
a flourishing seaport town, so powerful 
and extensive has been the revival, 
that hardly an individual in the village 
seems to have escaped its influence. 
Even those who have hitherto resisted 
the power of converting grace, ac- 
knowledge by their serious demean- 
our, by their constancy at worship, 
and -a respectful attention to the sab- 
bath and the ordinances of religion, 
that they believe in its importance and 
reality. There seems indeed hardly 
‘a dog to move his tongue’ against the 
people or the work of God. The re- 
vival which first commenced with the 
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Methodists, has extended to the Con- 
gregational and Baptist churches.” 

Alexander, N. Y.—Extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Squire Chase, 
dated April 6, 1828: ** Ata place call- 
ed the Natural Bridge, on Indian River 
circuit, there is a gracious work. The 
class in this place, until three years 
since, numbered only seven ; now there 
are sixty-five, twenty-eight of whom 
have joined the present conference 
year; and, recollecting the injury done 
to this class, in its infancy, by the inju- 
dicious attempt to reform church go- 
vernment, and witnessing what we 
now do, that passage in Isaiah, chap. 
xlix, verse 20, with the context, is 
strongly impressed on our minds. The 
verse mentioned reads thus :—‘* The 
children which thou shalt have, after 
thou hast lost the other, shall say again 
in their ears, ‘ the place is too strait for 
me, give place, that I may dwell.’” 
This is literally fulfilled: our school 
house, though as large as usual, is filled 
to overflowing, so that numbers, re- 
gardless of the cold, patiently stand 
without by the windows, to hear the 
word of life. Heaven grant their 
souls may be converted by it! 

‘¢ Sir, I have something cheering to 
sabbath school institutions. In this 
place one has (by reason of ignorance 
as to its utility) had a mere existence ; 
sometimes upheld by a single indivi- 
dual. Let others in like circumstances 
take courage. Now the number of 
scholars is about sixty, most of whom 
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regularly attend, and are making good 
proficiency. But the best of all is, that 
this school is not only extensively pa- 
tronized by the public, but is blessed 
of God in the conversion of the scho- 
lars, eighteen of whom have professed 
the pardon of sin, and love to Christ, 
within six weeks, and most of these in 
two successive evenings, about a week 
previous to the above date. May He 
who blessed children while on earth, 
bless and keep these, to the joy of 
their pious parents and teachers ! 

* In the town of Alexander, a good 
work commenced at our quarterly 
meeting, in January: several have 
been converted, and the gracious work 
is still going on. A general serious- 
ness seems to prevail on the circuit. 
Oh, pray for us, that showers of salva- 
tion may water this thirsty land; which 
a Heaven grant, for Jesus’ sake.” 

ortage County, Ohio.—Rev. Ira 
Eddy, in a letter dated Edinburg, O., 
March 15th, says, that the cause of 
Christ is flourishing in that section of 
country ; that the friends of the Re- 
deemer are pressing on in the great 
work of holiness. : 

West Wheeling Ct., Pi. Con.—The 
Rev. James Moore informs, that the 
work of the Lord is progressing stea- 
dily on that circuit, and that they are 
encouraged to look for more special 
manifestations of the divine influence. 
About seventy persons have been ad- 
mitted into the society since last con- 
ference. 
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DEATH OF THE REV. 


JAMES PoLEMus, the subject of this 
memoir, was born in the state of New 
Jersey. Of his early life we have 
been able to obtain but little informa- 
tion; nor can we tell precisely the 
year in which he was brought, by di- 
vine grace, from a state of nature to 
the enjoyment, through faith in Christ, 
of the divine favour and the hope of 
eternal life. It must therefore suffice 
to say, that having become a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and given satisfactory evidence of his 
call to the work of the ministry, he 
was received in the year 1801 into the 
itinerant connexion, and appointed to 
labour in the Caroline circuit, on the 
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eastern shore of Maryland. In the 
year 1802 he travelled Northampton 
circuit, at the close of which year, 
having undergone the appointed time 
of probation, and passed honourably 
through the customary examinations 
relative to his piety, sentiments, ta- 
lents, and usefulness, he was received 
as a member of the conference, and 
dedicated more fully and formally to 
the work of the Lord, by ordination to 
the office of deacon. He was then 
appointed to Wyoming circuit, Penn- 
sylvania, and the year following (1804) 
to Kent circuit in Maryland. In 1805 
he was ordained elder in the usual 
course, and stationed on the Talbot 














circuit ; after which he travelled suc- 
cessively, the Cayuga circuit, 1806— 
Milford, 1807—Bristol, 1808—Cam- 
bridge, 1809—St. Martins and Snow- 
hill, 1810. In the year 1811 he was 
compelled, from indisposition, to ac- 
cept a superannuated relation, in 
which he continued for two years, and 
in 1813, feeling bis mind ill at rest in 
a state of limited usefulness, and be- 
ing desirous of spending all his little 
strength in the service of Christ and 
his church, he received the relation of 
supernumerary, and was again ap- 
pointed to labour in the Bristol circuit. 
He continued to travel and preacb..as 
his strength would permit, until the 
year 1818, when he was finally com- 
pelled to settle himself as a superan- 
nuated preacher, and took up his 
abode on Staten Island. Here he re- 
sided until the i6th May, 1827, when 
he finished his course in peace, and we 
irust now reaps the rewards of his 
labours, in those mansions which 
Christ has gone to prepare for his 
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faithful servants. The following isthe 
obituary notice of him, published by 
brother Bartholomew Weed in the Re- 
ligious Messenger. As brother Weed 
was the stationed minister of our 
church on Staten Island, and had per- 
sonal acquaintance and intercourse 
with the subject of these brief remarks, 
its correctness may be confidently re- 
lied on. 

*¢ Died, on the 16th May, 1827, at 
his residence on Staten Island, the 
Rev. James Polemus, in the 65th year 
of his age. For some years he was a 
zealous itinerant minister in the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, but for the 
last ten years of his life chiefly in a 
superannuated state;—yet he mani- 
fested firm attachment to the cause of 
Christ. His bodily powers had been 
gradually wasting away, some time 
previous to his dissolution, during 
which his confidence appeared strong. 
He deciared he was not afraid to die, 
and his Jatter end was peace.” 
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DEATH OF THE REV. LEWIS CRAIM. 


Tue Rev. Lewis Craim was born 
rn the state of South Carolina, in [76). 
In his nineteenth year he came to the 
Cumberland settlement of the western 
country, at a time when the conten- 
tion was fierce and bloody between 
the white man and the red man—at 
that time the proprietor of the soil, the 
claimant of the woodland, and living 
fountains, and rushing streams. In 
1780, the enterprising hunters. a sort 
of pioneers, built a block house at the 
French Lick, now Nashville. At this 
station Lewis Craim arrived in the 
same year, and became one of its most 
efficient defenders. Stations and block 
houses were multiplied at different 
places, and maintained at the expense 
of many lives, while the lands imme- 
diately around the forts served for cul- 
tivation, their meat was obtained by 
hunting, and while thus employed, 
they were frequently met in the woods 
by their formidable enemy, and deadly 
conflicts ensued. But ultimately the 
whites succeeded; the tomahawk was 
buried under the tree of peace, and 
the deadly rifle was exchanged for the 
calumet of friendship. Our brother 
Craim settled himself on the frontier, 
and there continued till the day of his 
death. He was a courageous and en- 
terprising soldier, to whom, and such 


like, the present generation owe 2 
debt of gratitude, which should ever 
be cherished. Whether in a fort, or 
on his farm, he was among the fore- 
most to range the woods as a scout, or 
to fly to the support of his neighbours, 
or to pursuetheenemy. Hiscourage 
and zeal never failed him. 

In 1786, our venerable bishop As- 
bury sent two missionaries, James 
Hawe and Benjamiu Ogden, to preach 
the gospel! to the few settlers scattered 
over the western country. What an 
important era in the history of Metho- 
dism in the west ! What an enterprise 
was this! To be sent away from the 
society of friends and the comfort of a 
home ;—‘* home ! that word of name- 
less charms,” to encounter perils by 
land and water; to travel through a 
country infested with wild beasts and 
Indians; often obliged to lie on the 
earth for a bed, where they could 
count the stars through the tops of the 
trees. And all this to carry the gos- 
pel to the destitute, and proclaim the 
acceptable time—the year of jubilee. 
Oh blessed work! Oh blessed men! 
Such men as Hawe and Ogden, Bir- 
chett and Massey, should be held in 
grateful remembrance. The last men- 
tioned brethren died in the harness— 
fell sword in hand, after having been 
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zealously engaged in blowing the 
gospel trumpet, breaking the solemn 
silence which had reigned for ages in 
the wilds of an American forest, with 
the proclamation of good news—of 
glad tidings. They lie buried in the 
vicinity of Nashville. 

To resume the narrative—the sta- 
tions were visited by the brethren 
Hawe and Ogden, and our beloved 
brother Craim, if not the very first, 
was among the first to receive them, 
and their message, in his neighbour- 
hood. 

The writer of this humble tribute to 
the memory of that good man, has often 
heard him relate in love feast, the cir- 
cumstances and success of their first 
visit. Hedid not hesitate—he did not 
delay. He was a manof decision. At 
their first appointment in his neigh- 
bourhood, brother Craim became seri- 
ously convicted, and shortly after- 
wards united himself to a society, 
formed at one of the neighbouring 
forts. His wife, and some of his ac- 
quaintance, followed his example; and 
thus the society, which at first was 
only as a grain of mustard seed, or a 
little vine, has taken deep root in good 
ground, and grown up to be a great 
tree, spreading its branches over a 
widely extended plain, and affording 
shelter to hundreds and thousands of 
precious souls. 

Brother Craim sought the Lord 
about two years before he received 
satisfactory evidence of the pardon of 
his sins. Nor was he contented with 
a sonship only—he zealously but hum- 
bly waited for the spirit of adoption, 
till he received it, and then gave dili- 
gence to make his calling and election 
sure, by following after that measure 
of Scripture holiness, without which 
no man can see the Lord in peace. 
fe sought and he found it, and showed 
the fruit of it in a pious life and tran- 
quil, yea, triumphant death. 

From the time of this man’s convic- 
tion for sin, he seems to have been 
deeply concerned for the welfare of 
others. As before stated, he saw many 
following his example, whom he vehe- 
mently urged to ‘flee the wrath to 
come,” and unite with him in the re- 
solution to save their souls from death. 
Brother Craim was as undaunted as a 
‘* soldier of the cross,” as he had been 
in defence of the new settlements. He 
often travelled, at the risk of his life, 
with or without company, to conduct 
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the preachers from station to station, 
and solicit the people tohear preaching. 

Nor was he less attentive to the 
spiritual wants of his own household ; 
he endeavoured to train them ‘ up in 
the doctrine and discipline of the 
Lord,” not only by precept, and his 
own pious deportment, but by taking 
his children with him in his private 
devotional exercises, and then press 
the necessity of experimental religion 
and heavenly mindedness. 

He was greatly encouraged and 
blessed in the discharge of his duties. 
He saw many of his friends turn to the 
Lord; and, what is most delightful to 
the heart of a pious parent, he saw all 
his children, one after another, array 
themselves under the banner of the 
cross. ‘Two of his sons became able 
and useful ministers of the New Tes- 
tament. One of them, the amiable 
John Craim, after travelling for seve- 
ral years, and preaching the gospel 
with great success, fell in the field, 
exchanging the pastoral crook for a 
cherub’s harp. He breathed the pure 
missionary atmosphere; he possessed 
a tender heart, a weeping sympathy, 
that often bore all before him. How 
amiable was his deportment! How 
zealous he was in his prayers and ex- 
hortations! He sleeps in the cradle 
of the grave, near the banks of Duck 
river, in Murray county, Tennessee. 
He did not preach for dollars, but for 
crowns—not crowns of silver, but for 
crowns al] studded over with ‘stars 
that shall shine for ever and ever.” 
But to return to the subject— 

As an exhborter and class leader, our 
brother Craim was remarkably useful. 
He often walked seven and eight miles 
to night meeting, taking his family 
with him; and frequently has he been 
known to wall twenty-five or thirty 
miles to quarterly meetings. He was 
encouraged to make such exertions, 
from the gracious success that attend- 
ed his labours, and the overflowing 
consolations which he felt in his own 
soul. It is worthy of remark, for fif- 
teen years there was not an official 
trial in the class which he led. This 
was prevented by his prudence, atten- 
tion, prayers, and perseverance, until 
matters of difference were adjusted, 
and parties reconciled. He continued 
to officiate as an exhorter till 1804, 
when his brethren called him to occu- 
py the more responsible station of a 
preacher, believing that the Holy 
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Ghost had called him to come up 
higher. He was ordained deacon in 
1809. In this office he continued to 
serve with acceptance and usefulness 
to the church as long as he lived. This 
excellent man was a useful preacher, 
but his great strength lay in his pecu- 
liar talent for exhortation, prayer, and 
power of living faith. 

In times of revivals the mourners 
desired the instructions and prayers 
of father Craim, and many were the 
sons of God born in his arms and on 
his knees. This may sound like the 
language of a barbarian in the ears of 
a Nicodemus ; but to the man that has 
felt a spiritual earthquake in his heart, 
and has seen the rending of the mount- 
ains and heard the sounding of the 
storm, I “* speak the language of truth 
and soberness.” Our father Craim 
was an adept in the spiritual mysteries 
of experimental Christianity. This 
highly favoured servant of God and 
his church was endued with strong 
powers of mind, restricted by a limited 
education. Undaunted, enterprising, 
and persevering, yet meek, modest, 
and retiring in his manners, literally 
fulfilling the apostolic words, ‘‘instant 
in season and out of season,” ‘ swift 
to hear, but slow to speak,” ‘not 
thinking more highly of himself than 
he ought to think,” yet ‘* steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord.” Oh for the mantle 
of our Elijah to fall on his bretbren in 
the ministry. 

In 1800, there were but thirteen 
travelling preachers scattered over 
the whole western country, which was 
then a ‘field white for the harvest.” 
To supply the wants of the people and 
carry on the growing work, the pre- 
siding elder (now our highly esteemed 
superintendent, bishop M’Kendree) 
employed local preachers and exhort- 
ers to spend what time they could 
spare from their secular business, to 
supply the destitute, and raise socie- 
ties, and form circuits. None were 
more ready, and but few more success- 
ful in this labour of love, than our bro- 
ther Craim. He would go a hundred 
miles, and bear his own expenses, to 
serve destitute tracts of country, and 
preach many things in his exhorta- 
tions ; he had many seals to his minis- 
try, and laid the foundation of many 
societies, and thus prepared the way 
for the messenger of the covenant, 
even the Lord of hosts. His useful- 


ness was signally felt at camp meet- 
ci among the mourners at the altar. 

e was an affectionate husband, a 
kind father, a peaceful neighbour, and 
a faithful friend. Yet he had a full 
share of such trials as are common to 
men professing godliness; and some 
of his trials were peculiarly afflictive ; 
but he bore them with such fortitude, 
and conducted himself with such pru- 
dence, that he commanded respect 
from all, and secured the confidence 
of his brethren. 

Lewis Craim lived and died a poor 
man. He did not lay up treasure on 
earth: he might have done it, but he 
sought a country out of sight, a city 
which hath foundations—that city of 
God and the Lamb, whose stream is 
crystal, whose wall is jasper, and her 
buildings molten gold. Thither he has 
gone to swell the number of the re- 
deemed, and shout the praises of the 
great Jehovah. 

The last we saw of this holy man of 
God was at a camp meeting which he 
attended from the 17th to the 22d of 
August last. There he manifested his 
usual degree of zeal in exhorting and 
praying for the mourners, and singing 
and shouting the praises of the Lord. 
From this meeting he went home a 
little unwell, and a few days after was 
attacked with a violent fever, which 
terminated in his death. It is natural 
to wish to know how this old veteran 
met the last enemy. Soon after the 
attack he was persuaded that ‘bis 
suffering time would soon be o’er,” 
and like the patriarch of old he ad- 
dressed his children, exhorting them 
to make sure work for heaven and 
eternal life, testifying his firm belief 
in the doctrines which he had taught 
for more than forty years. At length 
his voice began to fail, and his young- 
est son perceiving how fast he was 
sinking, said to him, ‘* Father, you are 
dying.” ** Glory to God!” cried the 
old man. ‘* When your voice fails,” 
said the son, “ ifthe prospects brighten 
give us a sign, by raising your hand.” 
In a few minutes the wanted signal 
was Called for, and the dying pilgrim 
raised his hand, waved it around, and 
launched away. The voice of the pro- 
phet was hushed in the murmurs of 
the heavenly Jordan, but the shout of 
triumph was heard echoing from the 
other shore. Amen. 

H. M. Cryer. 

March 1, 1828. 
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Hebrew Melody.—Love. 
POETRY. 








i 
From the London Keepsake for 1828. 


HEBREW 


In Judah's halls the harp is hush’d, 
Her voice is but the voice of pain; 
The heathen heel her helm has crush’d, 
Her spirit wears the heathen chain. 
From the dark prison house she eried, 
‘* How long, oh Lord, thy sword has slept ! 
Oh quell the oppressor in his pride !” 
Still Pharaoh ruled, and Israel wept. 


The morning breezes freshly blow, 
The waves in golden sunlight quiver ; 
The Hebrew’s daughter wanders slow 
Beside the mighty idol river. 
A babe within her bosom lay,— 
And must she plunge him in the deep? 
She raised her eyes to heaven to pray ; 
She turn’d them down to earth to weep. 


She knelt beside the rushing tide, 
"Mid rushes dark, and flow’ rets wild ; 
Beneath the plane tree’s shadow wide, 
The weeping mother placed her child. 
‘* Peace be around thee—though thy bed 
A mother’s breast no more may be ; 
Yet he that shields the lily’s head, 
Deserted babe, will watch o’er thee !” 


She’s gone! that mourning mother! gone— 
List to the sound of dancing feet, 

And lightly bounding one by one, 
A lovely train the timbrel beat. 


MELODY. 


*Tis she of Egypt—Pharaoh’s daughter, 
That with her maidens come to lave. 
Her form of beauty in the water, 
And light with beauty’s glanee the wave. 


Ob ! woman’s heart is like the rose, 
That glows beneath the tropic’s flame, 
That blooms as sweet ’mid northern snows, 
For ever lovely—and the same. 
Whate’er her rank, whate’er her lot, 
Where’er her gentle influence ranges, 
The art to bless is ne’er forgot, 
The will to comfort never changes. 


The monarch’s daughter saw and wept— 
(How lovely falls compassion’s tear!) 
The babe that there in quiet slept, 
Blest in unconsciousness of fear. 
*T was her’s to pity and to aid 
The infant chief, the infant sage, 
Undying fame the deed repaid, 
Recorded upon heaven's own page. 


Years pass away—the land is free ! 
Daughter of Zion! mourn uv more! 

The oppressor’s hand is weak on thee, 
Captivity’s dark reign is o’er 

Thy chains are burst—thy bonds are riven— 
On! like a river strong and wide: 

A captain is to Judah given— 
The babe that slept by Nile’s broad tide. 





From the Assistant of Education. 
LOVE. 


Sweeresr and loveliest of those living rays 

a from the fountain of the Godhead 
Ow ; 

On thee may cherubim undazzied gaze, 

With thee the seraphim adoring glow. 


Thou art the element of heaven above, 

Yet not to heaven’s inhabitants confined ; 
The sacred joys that spring from holy love 
Can bring their heaven to the lowliest mind. 


With soften’d lustre, thine extended beams 

Have reach’d the depths of human wretchi- 
edness ; 

In mercy’s gentle, never ceasing streams, 

Mighty to save—omnipotent to bless. 


Maternal tenderness less kind appears 

Than his compassionate and gracious voice, 
Who wept that he might dry the mourner’s 
+ tears, [rejoice. 
And mourn’d that he might lead them to 


Praise him, archangels—ye who see his face, 
Children of Zion—let your songs arise ; 
Sing the great mystery of redeeming grace, 
he joy of earth, the wonder of the skies. 


Yet not by those who in his presence rest, 

Not by archangels can his love be told ; 

Nor can the saints who comprehend it best 

Its heights and lengths and depths ané 
breadths unfold. 


None but the God of wisdom and of might 
Can tell his nature or declare his name ; 
For Gop 1s Love--eternal—infinite— 
Almighty Love--unchangeably the same. 


Jesus EmManveL—in thee alone 

Can fallen man thatname and nature know ; 
The burning brightness of Jehovah’s throne 
Is circled round with thine auspicious bow.* 


The rich effulgence of that love thou art, 
And from thy cross its healing glories shine , 
Oh be their radiance shed in many a heart, 
Oh bind the love of many a heart to thine. 


Then let thy worshippers reflect thy rays, 

And by their spirit prove their God is Love ; 

This shall in better language speak thy praise 

Than songs like those which angels sing 
above. VERITA. 

* Rev. iv, 13. 
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